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SYNOPSIS : Despite a number of advantages of reinforced earth walls over conventional
concrete retaining walls, there exit concerns over long—term residual deformation when used as
part of permanent structures. In view of these concerns, time—dependant deformation characteristics
of geosynthetic reinforced modular block walls under sustained loads were investigated using
reduced-scale model tests. The results indicated that a sustained load can vyield appreciable
magnitude of residual deformation, and that the magnitude of residual deformation depends on
the loading characteristic as well as reinforcement stiffness.
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