Virgin Mary's Image Shown in Modern Fashion

Expectations and fears about the new millennium
coexist with the coming of the 21st century. Clothes
that take advantage of religious motifs began to
appear at the beginning of the 1990s. One of the
best-known religions in both the East and the West is
Christianity. Dress and ornament designs have used
paintings and sculptures of the Virgin Mary and the
infant Jesus as inspiration. This study aims to
examine the mmage of the Virgin Mary as it is
presented in paintings from the Sth to 18th century.
Data from Collezioni and Moda published from 1990
to 2004 are used. Those books mainly show the
clothing of Houte Couture,

The image of Holy Mother shown in modern fash-
ion presents four features.

1. Purity-Mary, who appears m Annunciation,
shows her pure virgin's image. In modern fashion, to
show the Virgin Mary's 1mage, one piece dresses and
a veils are mainly used. A-line silhouettes are also
used. Veils gently cover faces. In addition, a white
cloth is used to emphasize purity.

2. Maternity-Motherhood appears in the figure
where Holy Mother holds her son. Such an image is
shown through two forms in modern dress and
ornaments, One is the way to design a dress by em-
phasizing the part of the clothing around the
abdomen. The other is an imperial style. The style is
inspired by the figure of a woman holding a baby
doll or a child. When a model in white dress and with
a veil holds a child on a fashion show, she can bring
up the image of care and sofiness to the audience.

3. Sorrow-The Virgm Mary shows a mother's sor-
row in the artworks based on the death of Jesus. The
image of sorrow can be easily found in her make-up,
rather than her clothing. There are several ways to
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present her sorrow. For example, black ink can be
spread on her eyes, or it can flow on the edge of her
eyelids. For her clothes, various colors are used in-
cluding black and white. In particular, her black veils
are used as a part of mourners' dresses.

4. Gravities and Mystique-The images related to
Holy Mother's Ascension describe the Virgin Mary
as an exalted personage who gave a birth to God.
Gravities is shed on her splendid dress. In order to
show this image, white and gold colors are used for
the apparel. The image of Mystique is shown through
her white veil. By hiding her face with her white veil,
it gives the image of occult and gravities.

The Holy Mother's image in modemn fashion pres-
ents not only single women's charms, such as purity
and mystique, but also married women's maternal
affection. The image also expresses pathos, which is
different from the existing beauty. Designing clothes
embossing Mary's image will contribute to the for-
mation of religious image in modem fashion. The im-
age of Virgin Mary has inspired painters in the past,
50 too does it inspire modern designers. Through the
future designers’ work, the image of Holy Mother on
a fashion would be revived.
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