A Study on the Conversion of a Ready-made Wedding Dress
for Handicapped People

Modermn consumers do not only want their
clothes to protect their body, but also suit to
their bodily features, ideally complement their
bodily defects, and provide psychologic satisfac-
tion. In this regard, Hoffman said that it is well
known that all people make much of functional,
purposeful, and aesthetic clothes, which provide
soctal acceptability and happiness and that such a
fact is more meaningful to bodily bandicapped
people.

In such special or precious occasions as a
wedding ceremony, brides, bodily handicapped or
not, wish to wear a beautiful wedding dress.
However, an ordinary wedding dress is not suit-
able nor convenient to a bride who has a bodily
impediment. In particular, a one-piece type wed-
ding dress, which even a normal bride needs as-
sistants to help her wear, will create more incon-
venience to crippled females. Besides, a normal
wedding dress is expensive to buy or rent, so
handicapped people, who are usually poor, can-
not wear it without difficulty. In this connection,
this study is purposed to convert a normal ready-
made wedding dress into one suitable to the
bodily characteristics of crippled females sup-
ported by their orthotic appliances.

For handicapped people on a wheelchair who
generally put on and off a wedding dress while
sitting on the chair, a one-piece type wedding
dress is divided mto the top and the skirt to
make it a two-piece type wedding dress which is
easy to get into and take off. The top should be
separated from the skirt in such a manner that
the wearer may not be aware of the division of
the two pieces but easily put on and off since
the sides or back of the top is opened. An
opening is also given to the sides of the skirt so
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that handicapped people may sit on the skirt on
the chair and then close the opening by themselves.

As it is not very difficult for handicapped
people using crutches or having paralysis or
hemiplegia to wear a one-piece type wedding
dress, a ready-made wedding dress for them
should include openings from the shoulder part
of the top to the side of skirt without dividing
into top and skirt so that hands may be easily
taken out, or openings from the armpit through
the side of the skirt so that the dress may be
easily put on and off with fresh sense of it
Shoal, corsage, jacket, cape, etc. should be newly
produced to represent fashionableness, function-
ality, and decorativeness of the dress at the same
time. If beads, spangles, gems, lace attached to a
ready-made wedding dress can be recycled, they
shall be put on a converted wedding dress, new-
ly produced jacket, cape, or others so that handi-
capped people may be eased from economic bur-
den and it is reasonable for recycling of clothes.

Converting ready-made wedding dresses into
functional clothes for handicapped people is real-
ly significant in that ready-made clothes can be
recycled, their production cost reduced, and the
economic burden of handicapped people relieved.
In the meanwhile, such conversion can provide
the fashion industry, which takes pains to find a
fresh market, with a new niche market of handi-
capped people who are potential consumers.
Research on clothes, which continues to pursue
the convenience and aesthetic for handicapped
people, will make great contribution to the devel-
opment of the industries producing peripheral de-
vices used by handicapped people as well as
provide them with free mobility and aesthetic
satisfaction.
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