A Study on Stage Costume Design for

the Musical The Last Empress'

Stage costume is clothes that are professionally
designed for stage arts, for instance a play, a
musical and an opera, played with live charac-
ters. Stage costume is the most individual among
the various visual elements and moves with ac-
tors, that is to say, it is stage scenery and
settings. Also, it was not negligible the harmony
with other actors in front of color and design.
This study is to consider a matter in all design
element in the costumes of a musical "The Last
Empress  after examining artistic background and
costume of the period. And considering that the
side of formative to form, color fabric of charac-
ter and characteristic of costume.

"The Last Empress,is an historically accurate
portrayal of the fascinating life of Korea's be-
loved Queen Min and her struggle to steer the
hermit kingdom known as The Land of Morning
Calm toward modernization. We witness her
forging close ties with western nations to keep
Japan at bay as it strives to take command of
her country, and her eventual demise the sword
of Japanese samurai. Form this study "The Last
Empress has the gorgeous Cho-sun Dynasty of
costume, so representing dramatic situation and
analyzing the whole story. But to make it easy
to reproduce the pattern sewing technique of cos-
tumes for help the movement of actors. And we
can find that the costumes express certain for-
mative characteristics by monstrous size, chew
the volume and straight line a silhouette. The
colors were very various such as Red, Black,
Blue, Purple and white. Red and Black colors
are used to represent Japanese samurai greed and
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social unrest. Blue and Purple colors are shown
in a feeling of Queen Min, Regent Tae won
gun. Most of all White color is used as sim-
plifying tools where main theme of the musical
is shown directly. The color is an mmportant and
powerful communication tool, and when used ac-
cordingly it increase efficiency of conveying
ideas to the audience by usmg colors that has
contrasting attribute to the background. The fab-
rics were mostly light and wavy in lighting such
as velvet, satin. Loose-Fit style, modern elements
and straight line were preferred. This study sug-
gested stage costumes express certain character-
istics considerably affected by asocial role and
human psychological symbol.

And symbolism of costume design used in a
musical belp to attribute energy to other element
in theatrical art, any under standing usage of de-
sign will help as comprehend main theme of the

musical.
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