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This study is to know regional characteristics
of Arabia kaftan and the research method mainly
with literature investigation together applied the
various photograph data. There is common cul-
ture which are Arabic and Islam in Arabia and
it is tropical desert charateristic climate which is
high temperature and drypess. The basic element
of dress for men and women is the kaftan and
the style of dress of men and women consists of
light, loose, but warm layers to suit the environ-
ment and the different climatic variations that
occur. The big square textile is folded and made
with two sheers. The center panel are rectangle
and the sleeve bottom sections, front and back
are at right angles to the center panels. it has
also slit neckline. The six divisions seem to be
the most efficient method for general classi-
fication, because the division within each region
show clear cultural and climatic differences. These
regions are northern, eastern(called Hasa), west-
ern(the Hijaz), the south-west(called Asir), central
Arabia(called Najd). The regional characteristics
of the Arabian kaftan is as following. First, the
dress of the Arabia Peninsula has been influ-
enced by climate and terrain highly. The garment
which is capacious 1s to avoid high temperatures
and the slightest breeze has made big sleeves.
Japanese scholar, Skimoto Masatoshi says that if
a life environment of a certain group does not
change, their traditional dress remams. As a re-
sult of this region mostly consists of the desert,
the arabian costume has not changed a long time
and is maintained. Accordingly it was developed
with the costume which is adapted to the climate
change of the desert and it bore a regional

differences. Second, According to the region it is
made, kaftan has various styles of sleeve shapes
and intricated decoration in facial works. The
shape of the sleeve is different consequently in
each area and some are wide and the rectangle
form which is enormous. Others is the triangle
and the end of the sleeves is dragged in the
ground. what is more, sleeves is the long rectangle.
When it comes to decoration, applique and em-
broidery which are the basic method are used
but these method have a wunique characteristic
and this structure moulding is different con-
sequently in the area. The difference of sleeve
form and decoration within each region indicates
that it reflects the life environment and a spirit
thought of group it expresses. It follows in their
ideas and appears with each other different
features. Third, the modernization all over the
world is following the western style but the
Arabians still adhere to their traditional dress.
Consequently in case, machine embroidery or im-
ported textiles is used but the basic structure of
the dress shows the features of the tradition. The
dress is now used as a sign of political commit-
ment to a way of life that rejects most of the
western style.

This study shows it examined its characteristics
within each region between a life environment
and cultyal. It shows that same forms can be
changed by some different elements.
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