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The following thesis covers the social and cul-
tural changes in sex and how it was perceived
in the late pertod of the Choson Dynasty. The
overall purpose of the study is to closely exam-
ine the special qualities of costume in terms of
aesthetics as well as sexual representations, and
the primary factors in both social and cultural
angles, which lead to various changes in the
costume. Costume are examined based on the
theories of sexual traditions and cultural aspects
by psychologists who specialize in sex, and the
methodological framework to analyze the reasons
for such changes in costume is from the theories
of cultural anthropology by Jean A. Hamilton's
Unifying Metatheory.

1. Research indicates that sex effected the ori-
gin of costume and the two are closely related
especially in terms of having two sides, modesty
and immodesty; in other words, conceal or expose.
Such representation is shown in the late period
of the Choson Dynasty through both asceticism
and sensualism. The Methodology presented by
costume researcher, Jean A. Hamilton, analyzes
the social and cultural situation of the late period
of the Choson Dynasty with sub-system. It di-
vides by technology, social structure and ideologtes.

2. Indirect representations of sex culture is
studied through marriage and a kisaeng systems
of the late Chosén Dynasty. Also, the kisaeng
system existed as a form of unlicensed prostitu-
tion to satisfy sexually frustrated men, and ki-
saeng's were not provided with any personal
rights. In artworks, the upper class were pro-
hibited to express sexual desires but the working

class was quite frank about sex. This is shown
through literature, music, dance, paintings, popu-
lar at the time. Sexual desire is indirectly repre-
sented through architecture such as secret passa-
geways and window-papers.

3. The sexual aspects of women's costume in
the late Chosdén Dynasty is studied by the de-
signs of a Korean jacket, a skirt, underwear,
adorn hair and ornament, and the aesthetics of
costume is studied according to naturalism, ascet-
icism, and sensualism.

4 Sexuval changes shown in costume is ana-
lyzed with metatheory, which show that changes
in costume is a result of the development of ag-
riculture and the increase of working women. In
addition, changes in overall social structure and
the acceptance of confucianism, realism, etc. has
resulted changes in costume ideologically, all
representing sexual aspects of women's costume
in the late Chosén Dynasty.
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