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Since the early 1970s, textile conservation in
Korea has mainly involved treating textiles ex-
cavated from graves (chultoboksik). Assembled
during a traditional funerary ritual, these textiles
were preserved inside the coffin for as long as
five hundred years.

Unlike many other countries, there is no na-
tionally recognised professional code of con-
servation practice in Korea. A conservation code
of ethics is proposed here to complement con-
servation practices implemented to preserve ex-
cavated textiles.

A code of ethics is a "written set of princi-
ples, guidelines or rules, formulated by or for a
group of individuals or organisations with a com-
mon purpose, to improve the behaviour and pub-
lic service functions provided by the group and
its stature within the society it serves"(Lind 1987
cited in Pearson Online access 2004).

Analysis of past and present conservation prac-
tices via publications suggests that textile con-
servation in Korea started with recognition of the
value of a new category of cultural heritage, i..
excavated textiles. Research on conservation sci-
ence has gradually grown, with the current fo-
cus being on scientific investigation to inform
treatment.

Issues raised through conservation practices in
Korea can be summarised as follows:

- lack of clarity about the concept of con-

servation and the role of conservator

+ decision-making about which features of an

object are to be preserved (significance as-
sessment)

- reversibility of treatment

+ application of traditional craft techniques
* excavation practices that support long-term
preservation

With the 60th anniversary of independence af-
ter WWII (1945), new expectations are arising
internally with national and social movements as
well as externally via cooperation with interna-
organisations e.g. UNESCO, ICOM, AIC,
UKIC. The foundations of these organisations are

tional

written codes of ethics.

In conclusion, it is argued that raising aware-
ness and encouragmg discussion of codes of cth-
ics are imperative for enhancing textile con-
servation in Korea and helping to ensure that
textile conservation in Korea is represented
internationally.

As a professional predecessor, Hanna Jedrzeje-
wska, a leading conservation philosopher said:

The "first question is: how can the matters of
cthics start being considered? And the answer
here will be: by asking questions” (Jedrzejewska

1976:15).
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