A Study on a Similarity between Hairstyle of Kokuryu and Turfan

This study aims to compare and analyze hair-
styles similarly shown between Kokuryn and
Turfan, which was a remote nation that had con-
tacted Kokuryu while deeply considering the
changes of hairstyles between the two countries.

The scope of this study includes Pyungyang
area and Jipahn area centering around hairstyle
shown on a life style during the 4th~7th cen-
turies when a wall painting in an ancient tomb
in the Kokuryu era, and as for Turfan, the scope
of the study is restricted to the 4th~8th centuries
when groups of tombs of central noblemen of
the Gochang Kingdom and Astana ancient tomb
were created. Also, three phases of a unique
style period, Gochang style period, and a period
affected by Tang culture.

The research results of this study are as fol-
lows; 1. Hairstyle shown on the wall painting of
an ancient tomb of Kokuryu demonstrated differ-
ence largely between Pyungyang area and Jipahn
area. In Jipahn area, the hairstyle of piling hairs
on a person’s own hair and hairs bound up were
dominant, and it can be a unique hairstyle of
Kokuryu as a hairstyle convenient for a nomadic
life. On the other hand, in Pyungyang area, there
prevailed a hairstyle that one added a wig on
one’s own hair, and that looked big and grand,
and it seems to be affected by foreign mode
rather than by unique style. 2. As for the hair-
style of Turfan, before the foundation of the
Gochang Nation, two types of piled-up hairstyle
and up-style that put one’s own hair only or a
wig on the head were dominant, and such hair-
styles were unique Turfan style. In the Gochang
style period when countries in Western China
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style was merged with traditional style, there was
a piled-up topknot on the head, which was sim-
ilar to that of China, and as Turfan came to be
ruled by Tang, the traditional style disappeared,
and it changed to foreign style of high and pom-
pous hairstyle. 3. The similar hairstyles of Kokuryu
and Turfan intensively appeared mainly during
the 4th~5th centuries. Kokuryu at this time was
a period when international exchanges were ac-
tively made, and Turfan was in its unique style
period, therefore, it is thought that Kokuryu was
affected by the hairstyle of Turfan, and it was
proven that there were interchanges between the
two nations. In particular, a wall painting of
Pyungyang in Kokuryu demonstrated a similar
type of hairstyle of Turfan, and it is deemed
that there might have been interchanges with
many nations as Pyungyang area was not a bor-
der area to China compared to Jipahn area, and
it was a relatively stable area that was apart
from Baekje or Shilla. Kokuryu did not imitate
the hairstyle of Turfan as it was, yet, it devel-
oped the hairstyle more pompous and dignified,
and there was no change to completely foreign
style as there was in Turfan.
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