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The theme of design can be easily found in
images of various styles that have reflected the
history of costume from unique decoration of the
primitive times to ancient costume, middle, and
modem costume. Among those various styles, Spence
jacket of Empire Style(1789-1820), in particular,
were selected for this study. Given that the
Empire Style, featuring H-line silhouette and a
high waist-line, is characterized by an emphasis
on natural beauty of human body and more dec-
orative and feminine silhouette compared to mod-
ern customs, this style is thought to appeal to
taste of modern women. In addition, Spencer
jacket is appeared to well embrace the character-
istics of Empire Style, thus can be applied to a
wide range of the study.

The purpose of the study was to demonstrate
how to recreate Spencer jacket of Empire Style
in an attempt to apply this historic style to the-
atrical costumes and other high fashion items in
modern times.

The Spencer was a short top jacket wom by
both males and females during the era of empire
style and it gained increasmng popularity among
women as a high-waisted overcoat for cold wea-
ther. The spencer was a short form of jacket
with long sleeves and front opening. It was worn
as a cardigan of today on a typical empire style
of white chemise dress.

The study was carried out through 2 steps. (1)
Block patterns of Spencer jacket of its basic de-
sign were developed through draping based on
the design characteristics mentioned above. (2)Spencer
jackets of three designs, which were the typical

designs of each category have been made of velvet
to find out more specific structural characteristics.

The structural characteristics of Spencer jacket
in draping were as follows: (1)Jacket length posi-
tion was suitable 9cm below body's bust line
and neckline should be enlarged front & side
neck point 2cm, back neck point 1.5cm. (2)Cut
out the front bodice after CF line moved lem
outwards and bust dart amount should not exceed
2-3cm. Shoulder point moved inwards. (3)Side
back grain line was parallel to princess line of
the back bodice. Add 0.5cm ease to the under
arm of the front and side back bodice, it was
good for the activity of arm. (4)Armhole line
was trued as maintaining to across back width
14-15cm at least. Shoulder line was to connect
from the point 2cm depart shoulder point along
armhole line to point 2cm side neck point along
neck line. (5)Sleeve length was suitable 70cm,
cut out the bias direction to move forwards the
grain line from shoulder point. Puff position was
good from the 2cm depart shoulder point to
shoulder line. Sleeve head support was sewn to
maintain the puff shape. Add 1-1.5cm ease to
back elbow part, the sleeve shape was curved
naturally.

The results of the study will help fashion de-
signers and students in designing Spencer jacket
of empire style by providing hands-on patterns
and specific composition method. In addition, it
is encouraged to apply Spencer design and struc-
tural characteristics of the jacket which were
demonstrated in this study to modern costume

design for more creative works.
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