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I . Introduction

It 1s obvious and inevitable that the formative art does not express nature by simple repro-
duction, but expresses it through the process of exaggeration. Creative expression s hard to find
without exaggeration,

In today's fashton 1llustrations, the human body 1s cxpressed in diversified ways through
various transformation methods, hke distortion. abnormahtly, simphfication, etc., under the
purposes to display creanvity of faslon illustrators and maxinze fashion sllustrations' com-
mumcation function. Fashion 1llustration 15 also getting more widely utihzed according to the
devclopment m the fashion industry. This exaggeratton of the human body 1s onginated from
the artist's formatrve will to transmmt the mmage of the clothing more strongly and it then
becomes the expression of the times

Therefore, as 1t analyzes the exaggeration of the human body m modem fastion 1lustrations,
this study aims to find out the meaning and the probiems in the cxaggeration of the human body
as well as recommended production attitudes and vartous production methods to produce fashion

illustrations.

. Study Methodology and Procedure

This study performed a theoretical study through literature studies and a case study of the
works of many fashion iilustrators that were published n artist's workbooks, vanous informaton
books, fashion magazines, trend books and other books related to fashion illustratons.

The scopc of the study was linmted to the exaggeration of the human body depicted 11 modern
fashion 1llustrations. In particular, this studyfocused on most frequently used exaggeration
methods of semi-reahstic cxpression, expansion or shrinkage of volume, stressing of muscles
orscxmness, distortion, omussion and change of visua} angle, ctc., and classified styles of cxpre-

ssion by type.

fl. Results and Conclusion

1 Fashion lllustration and the Exaggeration of the Human Body
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Fashion dlustraton draws from popular trends, and gencrally, 1t 1s a form of visual expression
to communicate fashion mmages. Its subjects include not only clothing, but also general consumer
products, ltke general merchandise and living necessies, as well as human behaviors, hike
dietary atutudes, art appreciation, cte, It desenbes clothing or the concept behind clothing,
Thercfore, the fashion 1llustrator should focus on expressing fashion mformation and the society’s
social and cultural contents as images on the great assumption of commumcation,

The exaggeration of the human body n this fashion 1llustration involved the style n trans-
forming artistic subjects on purposeto create spectal aesthetic effects, and expressing them mn a
distorted way mtentionally, instcad of reproducing them substantially as visual images. This

became populur, especially when realism wus demed mn modem art.

2 Methods of Expression of the Exaggeration of the Human Body

The exaggerated expression of the humun body m fashion 1ilustrations meant that the method
n cxpressing 1t involved proportional expansion or shrinkage of sizes, lengthening or shortening
of the length or cxpansion of the side, etc. However, 1t keeps an mdivisible relationship with
the proportion of the human body. The transformed, exaggerated human body still has the same
shape as the ongmal, but with some differences from the ongmal. It became 10 have a speaific
facial appearance or stressed motion and shape as it broke the onigmal relatons.

Exaggeration method has been utilized tn 1930s fashion iflustrations, declined years after, and
then boomed agamm simce the 1980s

The results of the anatysis of the general exaggeration methods of the buman body arc as
follows:

First, "semi-realisie expression of the human body."

In this example, theideally proportioned figure {1:8 or 1:9 ratio) was mamly used, clearly
presenting most of the details of the face, legs, feet, etc., as well as the sithouette of the
clothing. The semi-realistic form of expression was uscd because fashion illustration was mamly
used for the transmussion of the factors n the period's popular clothing, as shown m the clothing,
mcluding the silhouette, color, details, cte.

Secand, "cxpansion and shrinkage of the volume of the human body” included the mcthod
that expressed a certain part of the human body exaggcratedly to emphastze 1its silhouette, or
drew the human body or the silhouctte as very large, very thin, or far 100 small compared to
the general proportion.

Third, "emphasis of muscles i the human body or sexmess” was the method of cxaggeration
that cspecially focused on the muscular parts of the human body. The human body close to the
idcal shape freed the human body from man's general body shape, causing catharsis and giving
a strong visual effect as a non-reahstic phenomenon.

Fourth, "distortion and transformatton of the human body."

The human bodies presented 1in modem dlustrations were torn into picces, broken, or crushed

The distortion and transformation of the human body was mamly made through omussion or
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repetition of a cortain part, by changing the location or direction of a certain form, contradictonily
combing parts, or changing the shape or the capacity of the buman body by changing s
attnibutes.

Fifth, "osmission and simplification of human body.”

The omission and simplificatton 0 the exaggeration of the human body was made n a certann
part of the human body, casily mtegratmg the mtention of the armist as the human body found
simpheity and clearmess. Not everything in the human figure was necessary, and there were good
figures to constder, but the human body must clearly communicate the intrinsic value of the
artist, includmg the charactenstics of the designs of the clothing and the ymage of the clothmg.

Likewase, the methods of exaggeration of the human body n fashion illustranons were vanous
from the "ser-realisuc expression” 1o the “onusston and ssmphfication of the human body.
"Thosc are gencrally used as a combmation of scveral methods of expression rather than used
mdividually.

Furthermore, as fashion dlustrators sclect and use an appropriate mcthod of expressing the
human body to transmit the characteristics of the design or the image of the clothing, it will

be possible to maximize visual communication effects.
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