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Research on Factors of the High School Students’
Activities in Kwangyang and Suncheon for the

Friendly Environment

e - Ao

This research is carried out to investigate how much high school students in
Kwangyang and Suncheon understand the importance of the environment and to
search for factors which affect their behaviors for friendly environment.

For the research I chose various schools such as schools of humanities, schools of
nature, the governmental school, and the private school, which lie either in old or
new cities to rule out other factors except the region. I had a survey with second-
year students in three high schools in Kwangyang and Suncheon areas among them.
I showed the frequency, the percentage, the average of amount and the standard
deviation with five percentage of the meaningful level through the SPPS program.

Here is the summary of this research.

1. There was no meaningful difference between groups in terms of sex, wealth, or
parents’ schooling but students who have gotten the environmental education or
have lived in Kwanyang considered ‘the air pollution’ as the most serious environ-
mental problem, especially '‘companies and factories’ as the principal offense. While
students who haven’t gotten hat kind of education or have lived in Suncheon
recognize 'the waste and bad smell problem’ as the biggest pollution and houses are
the main cause of the pollution.

2. I classified the behaviors of the friendly environmental into ten items and I set
the behavior factors which affect each items such as sex, region, parents’ schooling,
wealth, environmental education, parents’ Interest, participation in programs related to
the environment. The research showed that parents’ behaviors for the friendly
environment affect those of their children’s in nine items out of ten, especially eight
items for students who have interest a lot in it. The experience related to environ-
ment affect seven items, the establishment the environment as a subject five items,
the existence of environment teachers five items, sex, region, mothers’ schooling 2

items, fathers’ schooling one item. On the other hand economic level of their homes
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or the participation in the events related to the environment doesn’t affect the be-
haviors of the friendly environment..

According to the above result I'd like to suggest some devices which could
strengthen the behavior of the friendly environment to figure out its problems.

1. Above survey shows that high school students’ recognition of the environment
is affected by those of their parents unlike elementary students, as a result we can
have a conclusion that interest and desirable behaviors for the friendly environment
relate deeply to the constant education and ways of life since their childhood. There-
fore we can expect students’ higher level of the friendly environment through the
steady education in each home, society, and school.

2. The survey also shows that students who have taken the environmental edu-
cation have higher level of the friendly environment than students who haven’t got
it. So I suggest that environmental education is the principal solution of the environ-
mental problem and it should be carried out to all the people systematically and
continuously. In the current educational curriculum we put the relative importance in
the human knowledge causes to the middle and high school students but I insist
that we need the field experience-centered education for the friendly environment,
which will help them improve the ecological sensibility in the intelligent causes.

3. The survey shows that students who live in the factory areas, or in the regions
where the environmental conflicts have occurred very often claim the need of the
forums on the environment, the environment preservation and environment improve-
ment more strongly than students in other areas. This means that they are much
interested in the environmental problem which affect them directly. So 1 wish that
people in other nearby area will get more interest, try to solve and take it as their
own problems.

4, The civil environmental orgamzations, educational institutions, enterprises, and
provincial self-governments should try to make better environment in concert 1
insist. For example they can live up to action by making their own regions be prac-
tical fields for the environment education like an ecological park. And they can en-
courage people to visit the ecological park or participate in environmental programs
so that more people will improve their ecological sensibilities and take actions to

preserve their precious environment,
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