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1) Joerg Bickenbach, Ministry of Economic affairs, Thirty years ago, North Rhine-Westphalia with its Ruhr area was the symbol
of coal and steel, heavy industry and mechanical engineering. But now, it has become a symbol of media and communication.
There are not many regions in the world which, within a period of 20~30 years, have undergone a structural changes which
has been similarly radical and dramatic. To cope with such structural changes, it is very important to have a highly precise
and valid picture of existing structures and, in particular, of emerging new structures. Federal Statistical Office, forum of

Federal Statistics, Vol. 37/2000, p. 49.
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