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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to observe how
Korean learners of English perceive a weak syllable
in words with WS syllable pattern. According to the
automated discrimination task using E-Prime, the
proportion of right answer and reaction time of the
stimuli with same word pairs (a-a, b-b) was more
and faster respectively than that with different word
pairs (a-b, b-a). - Specifically, in a-b or b-a stimuli
structure, familiarity(word frequency) of stressed
word succeeding weak syllable and whether the
weak syllable had coda in it was two important
factors in distinguishing between a word with and
without weak syllable. Even though the high English
proficiency Koreans had faster reaction time than the
low English proficiency Koreans, all Korean learners
somewhat had difficulty perceiving the weak syllable

at the beginning of the word.
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