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Comparative Evaluation of River Management
in South Korea and the United States
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Abstract

River is characterized by its transboundary flow not recognizing human political, administrative, and
social boundaries. Water management is also strongly connected to land management. Those features reflect
emerging difficulties in managing contemporary water resources.

This study consists of three parts to identify theoretical concept of river management and to show how
river management has differently practiced in South Korea and the United States. In part one, the Korean
case shows the water quality oriented river basin management in the 1990s. The second part reveals the
disappearing pattern of river basin management and the spreading watershed movement in the United
States. The final part compares basin—scale river management practices of the two countries and evaluates
the differences between them.

The United States concentrates more on watershed management rather than river basin management
while South Korea understands that both river basin and watershed are important. Therefore, the Korean

case is recognized as more complicated than the American case.
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