A Study on Futurism Expressed in Modern Underwear

The underwear may be classified into that
for the hygiene of human body, the foun-
dation for complementing the deficiencies in
body types, and the lingeries for tidying the
outer garments, all functioning according to
their own purposes. And yet, the underwear
changes in its styles according to the changes
in time and the diversity in fashion. Therefore
its classification has been made from the
viewpoint of futurism in line with the rapidly
changing time.

Futurism began in Italy in the early 16th
century, and new ideas were published in the
‘Declaration of Futurism’ by Marinetti, The
change, speed, excitement, dynamics, or strong
colors were the representative words they
were able to express. Its scope expanded
instantly from intense and formative clothing
to dynamic paintings, but it did not last long.
In the clothing history or painting history,
however, it is valuable in that it spread avant
garde thoughts. The futurism as such was
expressed In underwear in various ways,
external or internal.

In the external of expression, first, there
are methods of expression by the design
element of forms, colors, or materials. Through
the selection of the forms, colors, or materials
in unusual ways, the futuristic feelings are
expressed. Those are found in the minimally
expressed forms, geometric forms, the uses of
brilliant and dynamic colors, or hi-tech materials.

The intemal of expression is a new me-
thod of expressing thoughts, free from the
existing concept. It is the changes in thoughts
in that the underwear is used for showing
something, not for concealing something. Like
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the underwear for couples, or in the form of
exciting exceptional interest, it is related to
the de-conception a lization of underwear. As
for the phenomena of confusion, between
underwear and outerwear, or deliberate appea-
rance resembling outerwear, the examples are
found in the confusion caused by brilliant
colors or materials, in the brassiere lace of
jewel ornaments, or in the hip-hop fashion of
deliberately wearing panties to show their
bands, making use of underwear away from
its conventional concepts, In addition, the
pursuit of functionality far more advanced
from the basic function of underwear may
also be regarded as its changed perception.
The examples are found in the health-oriented
underwear utilizing bean fiber or bamboo
fiber; the addition of new possibility by
means of silicon or air injection in order to
make the body seen a little more beautiful;
the wearing of unconventionally tried T-
panties(tong) in order to improve the appea-
rance of outerwear; or the use of the bras-
siere made attachable to the chest without
strings.

As above, an investigation has been made
into the methods of expressing the futuristic
images. Since such forms will demand again
new futuristic forms as the time passes by,
futurism is the theme perpetually arising as
the result of the changes in time, Many study
papers have been so far tried on past un-
derwear. As those on present underwear are
actually insufficient, however, more studies
need to be conducted continuously on the un-
derwear styles.
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