A Study on Orientalism Expressed in Modern Make Up

1. Introduction

Since the cultural exchange of the West
and East began, Orientalism has been of the
most important trends in the Western culture
and arts. In the latter half of the 20th century
people began to turn their attention to the
thought, philosophy, culture, and arts of the
Orient from existing simple curiosity about
exotic culture and expression of the Oriental
taste, and re-interpret and accept them, which
is considered as a trend of multi~culturalism
closely related to post-modernism, one of the
characteristics of modern society. This cultural
trend of the age has had an impact on
fashion as one of the major design trends,
and many fashion designers began to express
Orientalism in their collection. In addition to
fashion, in the area of make up Orientalism
has been shown as creative form. This thesis
is to study Orientalism expressed in modern
make up and analyze its aesthetic charac—
teristics of expression.

II. Concept of Orientalism

Orientalism, which is a concept referring
the East, counterpart of the West, has been
considered as an important element of culture
and arts in the cultural exchange of the West
and East. Today Western people are re-
considering the thought, philosophy, and
culture of the East, thinking of it simply not
as a means of satisfying their curiosity about
exotic things and Oriental taste. but as an
equal counterpart of the West with long history
and various background. In other words,
Orientalism is generally defined as inclination
for the sentiment, taste and arts of the
Orient, and geographically refers to movement
of expressing unique cultural elements of the
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countries and peoples east of Turkey as a
main theme of arts including literature, music,
fine arts, architecture, and clothing.

H. Characteristics expressed in modern
make up

Characteristics of orientalism in modemn
make-up consist of traditionalism seeking to
return to the past and tradition and eclecticism
as a cultural feature of postmodernism, which
is to mix different elements.

1. Traditionalism

It is to seek ftraditional style of Egypt
Japan, China and India by imitating the past
style as it is or creating whole new style
through re-interpretation of the historical and
traditional elements modernly. For example,
Peking Opera style make up of China, Japanese
traditional make up Siranuri, and Egyptian
make up, which emphasizes eyebrows and uses
gold color for eyeshadow are reappearing as
they were or with creative, additional materials.

2. Ecleticism

Multi-culturalism, one of post-modern trends
is shown as borderless ecleticism in the
Orientalism make up. Producing exotic mood
with the image of different cultures and creating
complicated image by mixing different cultural
elements are good examples of this ecleticism
beyond traditional, conventional ideas and
geographical boundaries. Besides, fusion style
mixing the traditional Oriental make up with
the modern Western style is also considered
as an expression of ecleticism beyond time
and place.
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