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This study was aimed both at observing
the changes in Hanbok Chima composition
from the 16th century until now, and attempting
to outline the changes in aesthetic conscious-
ness following these respective periods. For
these objectives, the excavated costumes, the
texts dealing with Hanbok, Hanbok Chimas
that can easily be found in ordinary shops.

Recordings were made according to the
changes in their length, width, and method of
cutting, to the changes in the composition of
the waist of the Chimas, and to the partial
needlework done on the hem and plaits.

This study showed that

1) The Chima’s breadth and Changes in
the length and width: For the Chimas of the
early Chosun Dynasty, the whole fabric was
cut in a vertical line but after 1970’s, only
the upper part fabric was cut in a slanted
line. Today, slant-line cutting method is used
for all fuller Chima, forming an A-line.

2) Changes in the composition of the
Chima waist: The Chimas of the first half of
the Chosun period were shortened to about
273cm in the latter half. This was because
specially designed girdles around the chest
part were used around that time, to prevent
chest exposure on account of the narrow
jeogori and the shortened width. Vest-formed
chima waist was introduced for more comfort
and room and still being used for today.

3) Composition of Chimas: The Chimas
fashioned during the first half of the Chosun
dynasty were characterized by dart-style
plaits or added plaits to allow for the
comparatively shortened width of the Chima

front, as opposed to the rest of its breadth.
jeobeurn-hem was used, and this style was
also donned by schoolgirls in their uniforms
during the 1900s. This leads to the conclusion
that the methods of adjusting the length of
the Chimas gradually made way to more
decorative styles of modulation.

4) Width of plaits: The respective width of
plaits during the first half of the Chosun
dynasty was narrowed down to about 0.7cm”™
25cm from 1.2cm™6.5cm. Today’s Hanbok are
designed to have plaits of lem or less.

5) Chima hem: In the Chosun period,
additional fabric or the cloth of the Chima
was used, allowing for a many-layered bottom
hem; however, today's industry tends to
stitch the sides of the outer and inner fabric,
while sewing the bottom hem separately.
Unlike the Western-style Chima sewing, the
side hem is stitched before the bottom hem.

These change of composition changes in
the esthetic sense of hanbok.

The silhouette of Hanbok went through
many changes over time, from H-line to A-
line style.

The cutting method of the side and
bottom hems of the Chima during the Chosun
period was freer and less limited than in
current times, and that while the practical
decorative esthetics of the Chosun period
accentuated the natural flow of beauty, the
elements to the changes in Chimas are the
profusion of the ceremonial Hanbok dress,
changes in the use of fabrics, the development
of sewing machines, and changes in lifestyle,
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