A Study on Fabrics and Pattern of the Excavated

Costume During 16 - 17th Century in Joseon Period

This study examined textiles used for
ancient costumes of the 16 - 17th century in
Joseon Period, focusing on fabric types and
patterns of the costumes from tombs.

The purpose of this study was focused on
investigating the relationship between fabrics
and social backgrounds, especially change in
using fabrics through the war from Hidyoshi’s
Invasion of Korea in 1592. Since the war
must have had an effect on the life of people’s.

The result of the study is that sik
occupies 69% of all textiles, and cotton, linen
follow. The weaving method of silk was
primarily plain and satin weaves. However the
use of twill, gauze, and double weave, that
had led weaving methods of silk during the
Koryo Period, were considerably decreased in
Joseon Period.

Danlyeong( 8155 and Cheollik(#528) had been
made of various fabrics like cotton, linen, silk
and blended fabrics before Hidyoshi’s Invasion
of Korea in 1592. After the war, they were
simplified in gauze weaved from silk or satin
weaved silk. It is assumed that Banglyeong
(4#7) was excavated intensively prior to
Hidyoshi’s Invasion of Korea in 1592 and not
dressed after the war. Buanglyeong is the
highest ratio of patterned silk in all sorts of
Po(coat), is high ratio of cloud pattern. As a
result, it is supposed that the purpose of
dressing Banglyeong is not only practical use
but also luxury and omament. In Jangeui(#Z
£), since it was mostly for women, more
feminine patterned silk were used than any
other Po. Patterned fabrics were widely used
for Danlyeong, Banglyeong, and Jangeui than
other Po. Simple fabrics like cotton, linen and
plain weaved silk had been used for Aekjure-
um(EEE) and Jiklyeong( 147 before Hidyoshi's
Invasion of Korea in 1592. After the war,
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Jiklyeong was used as underwears of Dan-
lyeong, so it was made of patterned silk with
high quality. Dopo(##]) and Changeuiryu( %
#4H) were mainly excavated from tombs
after the war, plain weaved silk with high
quality are more used than gorgeous patterned
silk. 5

In view of the results so far studied, types
excavated fabric in the 16-17th century
Joseon Period can be said various. Of this,
silk was the most remarkable one till Hidyo-
shi’s Invasion of Korea in 1592, when the
ratio of patterned silk dramatically decreased.
Contrarily, the ratio of cotton and plain fabric
increased rapidly in the war. It is supposed
that the result is largely due to unusual
condition of the war time. After the war, it is
estimated that use of pafterned fabric as well
as silk was decreased.

Patterns of textile fabrics in 16 - 17th
century were classified into cloud, flower,
lucky omen pattern and geometric pattern. In
result of surveying the existence of a feature
of a textile fabric Banglyeong and Jeonbok(#&
) were the highest ratio of all. But Aek-
Jureum(EFE ), Dopo and Jueui(/F£4) were
not used by patterned textile fabrics. In result
of surveying a trend of increment and decre-
ment, it is known that the ratio of patterned
textile fabrics decreased dramatically in Hidyo-
shi’s Invasion of Korea in 1592 and Manchu
war of 1636,

Tendency of textile use by social position
is more notable. It is appeared that a lot of
silk fabrics were used in High hierarchy. Of
course, people in lower class and had no
government position usually wore clothes of
linen or cotton. The excavated remains and
ratio of silk were the highest in Kyonggi
Province including Seoul.
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