A Comparative Analysis of Orientalism Expressed in
High Fashion and Street Fashion

Due to post modernism, the multilateralism
in culture is stressed more than ever, and by
the end of 20th century, ethnic look has
loomed in fashion. Orientalism in particular
emerges from the background where techno-
logy and communications develop and bring
about changes in mass media. It is also
related to the Zen style, which is combination
of the minimalism from the Western world
and the spatial beauty of the Eastern world
and which arises from the impact of the
return of Hong Kong to China. Street fashion
has become an important source of fashion as
it has gain popularity among the public in
1990.

This study compares orientalism in high
fashion and street fashion. For theoretical
study, the definition and background of orien-
talism, and regional characteristics of fashion
have been evaluated. For empirical study, fa-
shion magazines that represent both high
fashion and street fashion are selected, and
pictures with oriental fashion are chosen and
evaluated by the method of content analysis
in terms of period, region and design elements.

First, the main period of showing orien-
talism in high fashion starts from 1996. In the
beginning, the focus is on the materials, but
the focus is extended to forms and details as
time goes by. With time, materials, forms,
details, patterns, and accessories are widely
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used to express orientalism. In street fashion,
orientalism is somewhat less showed than in
high fashion; however, it is more frequent in
1999 and 2000 than other years, and the focus
is on patterns and forms.

Second, the regional characteristics of orien-
talism are that of China and Japan. It has
been observed that the focus is on Chinese
materials, Japanese details, Korean patterns
and details, Southeast Asian forms, and South~
west Asian accessories. Street fashion is usually
characterized by Chinese and Japanese style,
as it is for high fashion, Chinese and Japanese
patterns are frequent whereas forms and
patterns are that of Southeast Asia. However,
Korean and Indian style is not found at all in
street fashion.

Third, design elements used in high fashion
are materials, forms and details, whereas
patterns and forms in street fashion. This
difference arises because the general public
puts more importance in the practical and
functional aspect of clothing.

Designers should pay attention to the fact
why Korean style is less used than that of
Chinese and Japanese to express orientalism,
and such attention should serve as the basis
for chances for fashion companies to develop
unique Korean materials, forms, patterns, details
and accessories.
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