Korean Traditional Color Preference for Inroads into

Foreign Market

Every nation has clothing culture of its
own identity in its environment and tradition,
and establishes clothing culture closely connected
with social conditions. Color and pattern of
fabric play a great part as visual language in
clothing culture. Usage and preference of
colors seem to be within the range of traditional
customs of each nation. These roles of color
have always been very important strategic
measures in fashion business, having strong
uniting power based on national preference
and community spirit of each social member.
This is because color preference appears to
be influenced by common preference customs
learned by cultural background of the nation.
And, while in modern society world market is
interconnected as one along with globalization
trend, the national preference becomes more
segmented and has more diverse needs. There-
fore, global design development starts with
the creation of the design implying emotions
intrinsic to the nation. According to Keum
Kisuk, Korean traditional colors shown in the
Royal Family’s and officials’ clothing were
yvellow, crimson, purple-red, green, etc., for
example, crimson ‘gonryongpo’(Royal dragon
coat), purple-red 'zazeokryongpo' for prince,
blue 'cheonpo’, yellow 'wonsam’ for queen. In
festival costumes or ceremonial costumes such
as children’s many~-colored outer coat on New
Year's Day, wedding dress such as 'hwal’
and 'wonsam’, vivid colors were used. But
commoners clothing mostly used middle tone
color. Men usually wore white jacket with
brown or yellow pants, or opal-colored jacket
with white pants. Women usually wore white,
light brown, jade green, or yellow jacket with
jade green, light blue or white skirt, and all
the head-dresses were blue or green. In
addition, the image of Korean traditional clothes
is mainly symbolism and compositional beauty
through the color scheme adopted by jacket
and pants/skirt, and usual color schemes were
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2~colored, 3-colored, 4-colored, etc., especially
2-colored and 3-colored. Study method is as
follows: searching for color scheme used in
late Chosun dynasty, literature searching, the
nobility clothing searching centered on King
Yeong, searching clothes in genre paintings
and searching colors in ‘bozagi’(Korean tradi-
tional wrapper) were conducted. Then the
primary color group was made from the most
frequently used colors, and the secondary
color group was made from the colors used in
small areas or as highlighted colors. Based on
these color groups, 20 stimulators were made
from color scheme representative for traditional
Korea contrasted with modern clothes propor-
tion, and preference study was carried out
among overseas fashion industry planning
groups and merchandisers. The same preference
study was carried out among local ones, and
we compared the results from two groups.
Korean traditional colors are generally said to
be centered on ‘colors for five directions’,
that is, blue, red, white, black and yellow.

~ The aim of this study: First, identifying
the emotional change of the Korean for color
since Chosun dynasty; Second, identifying the
color preference difference between Western
people and Korean people; Third, redefining
the recognition of the modern Korean for
usage of color image; And fourth, establishing
basic data for color marketing applicable in
planning the marketing strategy for the
globalization of Korean fashion market. The
limitations of this study are as follows:
information on the colors of Chosun dynasty
clothing was mostly available only through
literatures, and it is difficult to understand
precisely the colors; color scheme not only
means color combination but also includes
area, shape and texture; and the method for
controlling these variables may be very
manipulative.
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