A Study on the Expression of Korean Design in
Modern Fashion

In the age of the multi-design, a design is
regarded as a cultural factor beyond a
technical factor. This study was started in
necessity of the methodological research for
expressing Korean images as well as establi~
shing unique Korean images as an effort to
reveal the true identity of Korean design. It
established the concept‘ of Korean design and
analyzed the features. So, detected internal
features of Korean design, which were replaced
by external features of Korean design from a
methodological side.

For investigating the features of Korean
design, analyzed Korean aesthetic common
ground which was based on the opinion of
the domestic and outside scholars, considered
it as internal features of Korean design, and
considered the plastic elements of design as
external features of Korean design. Based on
deduced features, analyzed the works of
Korean and Western designers that reflected
the Korean design, 2000~2004.

It confirmed the suitability of the data which
has deduced from collection photograph through
work processes, searched the most effective
method for the expression of Korean image.

Synthesized results of this study are as
follows.

First, a result of analyzing the external
features of Korean design noticeably shows
simple, asymmetrical forms and curves. It
used the duplex color of 5Sbang and white;
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natural matters like linen, ramie, cotton, silk;
pattern of flower; decoration technique of
embroidery, patchwork, quilting.

Second, Internal features of Korean design
appeared with naturalism, purity, and humor.
Image of naturalism in modern fashion was
expressed effectively by use of organic struc-
ture, asymmetrical forms, curves. Image of
purity was expressed effectively by use of
simple forms, moderate decorations, white or
the contrast of black and white. Image of
humor was expressed effectively by use of
gorgeous color and humorous patterns of a
tradition.

‘Third, as a result of analyzing features of
Korean design on the works of Korean and
Western designers, a considerable difference
has been found. Korean designers were focu-
sing on internal features; Western designers
were focusing on external features, which
were expressed partly and directly, mixed
with images of China and Japan.

Forth, when evaluating the suitability for
expressing naturalism, purity, and humor, the
results analyzed from collection photograph
data were appropriate.

As a result of study, it was able to confirm
the suitability of substitute external features
of Korean design for expressing internal features
of Korean design. This is not to simply
reproduce an old tradition, but to present a
new possibility to create a new one.
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