A Washerwoman in British Fairy-Tales

Introduction

When I attended the International Costume
Association Congress in 2001 France, at the
museurn (Musee’ des Arts decoratifs) of Lyon,
the opportunity was given to see the Tapestry
describing the situation of Lyon’s life in 1823,
by which I obtained the knowledge about
washing space and a washing boat in France.
The washerwomen working in washing boats
as the professional were especially interesting
existence in the history of washing, and the
idea arose whether the washerwomen existed
similarly in Britain which separated the sea
and they worked in what scene.

The Wind in the Willows

In the stage of research, I found out the
scene in the story of ‘the wind in the
willows' written by Kenneth Grahame that
Toad, a hero broke jail by having changed
oneself into a washerwoman and fleeing. This
fairy tale written by Kenneth Grahame
(1859-1932) began as bedtime story for his
son Alistair, while remembering his grand-
mother’s big farmhouse called the Mount and
surrounding nature in Cookham Dene where
the author spent the infancy time. So that
into this story many elements he encountered
in his childhood are woven. A notable point
here is the existence of the washerwoman
who takes over the washing of a prison. This

has a quite concrete description. The old
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woman takes over washing for all the
prisoners alone in that castle, takes out the
washing on Monday morning, and brings it in
on Friday evening. A coat of the cotton, an
apron, a shawl, and a rusty black bonnet that
Toad buys are the dresses which washer-
woman has on always like a uniform and
contribute to a success of his escape. In the
tatk about washing made later between he
and the barge-woman who is used for escape,
there is reference to washing, ironing, clear-
starching, making up gents’ fine shirts for
evening wear. And in "Forgotten Household
Crafts” which has the detailed publication
about the washing tools at the time, the
scenes of actually working are recorded of

such as washing tools, clothes, and ironing.

The Tales of Mrs.Tiggy—-Winkle

There is a story of a laundry of a hedge-
hog “The Tales of Mrs. Tiggy” in the
"picture~book of Peter rabbit” series written
by Beatrix Potter (1866-1943). Little Lucy, a
heroine is a good little girl lives in a country
farmhouse, always losing her pocket-handker-
chiefs and searching wi!th crying. Lucy arri-
ved at Mrs. Tiggy’s laundry in the rocks
near the spring in the mountain side guided
by Cock Robin and saw Mrs. Tiggy who is
the other heroine of this story removing
stains, pasting, and ironing for the washing
asked by various animals. Actually, Mrs, Tig-
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gy the laundry was modeled on a Scot wo—
man named Kitty Macdonald who was said to
be a small and plump and capable washer-
woman. "The Tales of Mrs. Tiggy” is set

under this woman’s character.

Conclusion

1 think that the tales like these have
become persuasive for the first time by the
existence of the professional washerwoman
who washes for a living in a life. The basis
of this opinion are that a reality should be
felt for depiction of the tools which were
actually being used and that the existence of
actual model of the washerwoman is specified
in description of the book of Beatrix Potter.
The existence of the washerwoman who has
the freedom of the prison was also interes-
ting. There might be any case that the dress
likes a uniform or the periodical recovery and
delivery of the washerwoman was used for
jailbreak. From these reasons, what the washer—
woman existed also in Britain is the con-
clusion of this article.
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