A study on the Clothes of Burkina Faso Women

In West Africa, women wear colorful printed
cloths called “Pagne” that has vivid and bold
patterns. It was only a century ago that
Pagne was brought from Holland into Ghana,
then Gold Coast. In spite of its short history,
it has become the most popular fashion
among women. They wind it around their
waist and wear clothes made of it, as if it
was longstanding tradition for them.

Why has it become so prevalent fashion in
West Africa to wear Pagne? To answer this
question, I conducted field study at a village
and a town in Southwestern part of Burkina
Faso. In the study, I have inquired about the
number of clothes owned and the way of
usage by women.

The study shows that women in South-
western part of Burkina Faso have three
types of clothes. The first type is cloth.
Within this there are mainly four kinds: Faso
dan fani, Segenbana, Bazin, and Pagne. The
second type is tailored dress made of cloth.
The third is Western ready-made clothes,
The combination of cloth and tailored dress
are more than 70% of total clothes owned by
women in this area.

In the study area, there are various reasons
in which cloth is used. For wedding occasion,
bridegroom must present cloth to his new
bride. Most of married women wind one more
cloth on her wear to be distinguished from
unmarried women. And, cloth is used for
various purposes in daily life. For example,
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cloth is used as wrappings, sheets, and for
piggyback ride for children, etc.

Faso dan fani, a traditional hand-woven
cloth used about 40 years ago has almost
disappeared in this area. Instead, the use of
other three manufactured cloths, such as
Segenbana, Bazin and Pagne has increased. In
particular, Pagne has increased so rapidly that
half of cloths owned by women are Pagne.

Pagne is more colorful and has more
variety of patterns in design than the other
three cloths. And most of tailored dresses are
made of Pagne. When women make clothes of
Pagne, they can choose forms of skirt, neck,
sleeve, waist, etc.

By using Pagne, West African women have
been able to enjoy more various clothes with
different colors, patterns and form of cut with
relatively cheap expenses, which is reason for
Pagne popularity and increase in usage in
contemporary West Africa.
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