A Trial for Designing Yanai-striped Textile (Yanaijima)

The Shuto-area, which is the eastern part
of Yamaguchi Prefecture in Japan, is famous
for having produced cotton textile since the
Edo era. This textile became one of the main
products of the Choshu Domain. The texture
of those striped cotton textiles was called
“Yanai-stripe (yanaijima,” because Yanai was
the center of distribution for these textiles.
Yanai-stripe became very popular. During the
Taisho era, however, Yanai-striped texture
disappeared from the traditional textile indu-
stry, only leaving the name alone.

More than a half century later, however, a
“Yanai-stripe Society (Yanaijima no kai)” was
organized when an antique textile machine
was donated by a citizen to Yanai city council.
The Society, which was formed in 1994, has
designed some new Yanai-stripes (Shinsei

Yanaijima) and has produced Yanai-striped

hats, bags, purses, seal cases, and name-card
holders. The author of this paper would also
like to try to design clothing using Yanai-
striped textile as its material, and to suggest
making use of the stripe again in our modern
lives.

Concluding that the striped texture has a
kind of mannish feeling since stripes are widely
used for men’s suit, the author made a
women's pants'suit for a trial product. Yanai-
striped texture is such a delicate and soft one
that quite a few interlining canvases were
needed for making a suit. It was a big pro-
blem to lessen the conflict between the tex-
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tural delicacy and the interlining canvas’ hard-
ness. The suit was presented for the fashion
show which celebrated the 10th anniversary
of Yanai-stripe Society, as an entry for the
section “Manufacturing development for every-
day clothing.”

In order to explore the potential accepta-
bility of Yanai-striped texture by a young
generation, the author gave questionnaires on
the usage of Yanai-striped texture to the
students majoring in environmental design at
Yamaguchi Prefectural University. The results
were brought to the members of Yanai-stripe
Society. It was found that accessories, such
as corsage and pendant-tops, could be the
most competitive among the processed Yanai-
striped products. As for the second most
popular item, glasses cases were also sup-
ported. It may be that Yanai-striped texture
would be used in products manufactured as
daily necessities, which all generations could
use without any special encouragement.

Yanai-striped texture might have great
potential for future products because of its
simple pattern. It would be a challenge to
establish the identity of the stripe and the
brand-name amidst the modern world.
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