Gorgeous Headdresses

1. What are Headdresses?

Headdresses are ornamental coverings or
bands worn on the head. They are also called
“hair ornaments” or “hair dresses.” A contest
featuring the headdresses that can rise as
high as about two meters from the wearer's
head is held annually under the sponsorship
of Las Floristas, a charitable organization in
the United States, and operated by the women
of the upper classes in Nevada, southern
California. Las Floristas annually donates an
enormous sum of money to some facilities for
the disabled.

The contest is held usually at Beverly
Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Los Angels,
inviting about 2,500 visitors from around the
world. Presumably, a total of several hundred
visitors from Japan have so far participated in
it. This was originally a charity party where
the participants were required to wear a
flower on the head as a hair ornament. A
fashion contest, which had thus started just
for fun, developed into a total fashion contest,
and became a contest to compete the designs
of huge headdresses. The organization boasts
its brilliant history of about 70 years, during
which a new genre of floral design was for—
med, offering the biggest gateway to success
for floral designers.

2. What is the Headdress Contest?

The headdress ball is a ball where the
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guests are required to wear a flower oma-
ment on the head. At the ball, the following

contests are carried out.

1) Mini~headdress contest

Floral designers who participate in the ball
are all required to wear a headdress of
natural flowers. The total fashion, not only
the headdress but also the clothes and the
carriage of the wearer, is judged. Those who
won a prize in the contest are recognized as
top headdress designers in the world

2) Headdress Ball Contest

In this contest, more than ten groups of
designers compete their skills. The finished
headdress is checked as to whether it sati-
sfied the standards, and in case it is found to
be overweight, the excessive parts are cut off.
At least 90% of the materials used for the
headdress should be natural flowers. Every
piece of work is thus examined very strictly.

A piece of work created by a group of 24
members including the author, under the
leadership of the late Mr. Shigesaburo Sekie,
a world-famous prominent figure in the field
of floral design, had once won the Grand Prix
in the international section.

The theme varies from ball to ball, and
the designer should make a plan for a
headdress in accordance with the given theme
under various restrictions, and then make a
frame to support the headdress. The evalua-
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tion of the finished headdress is greatly affe-
cted by the skills to realize a well-balanced
headdress that enables the wearer to move

smoothly.

3) Preparation of a Headdress

The framework of the helmet for the head~
dress is made to fit the head of the model to
wear it, using iron or light metals such as
duralumin and aluminum. Then, large petals
of flowers are stuck on it, dried temperately,
and painted with clear lacquer and color
spray.

Pedals of flowers such as camations, gla-
dioli, roses and cattleyas are plucked out and
stuck onto the surface of the frame one by
one. Other materials such as mirrors, pearls,
spangles, metallic materials, and sometimes
even gold leafs are also used. Finally the
clear lacquer is used to fix them. The entire
process takes a lot of time.

The headdress is finished on a special
stand assembled into the form of a human
body. The finished headdress is put on the
model and severely checked again before the

headdress ball show.

Won the Grand Prix in the International
Section

Title: “Wings of Hope” Collaboration
Flowers used:
Carnations 2,500
Phalaenopsis aphrodite 500
Other flowers

An elaborate floral headdress created by
sticking petals of various followers one by
one manually.

The venue of the contest (Beverly Hilton
Hotel in Beverly Hills)

The author immediately introduced the
skills of making a headdress into her class.

“Headdress Ball” Show

Mini-headdress Section

Won the “Best Dresser Prize”

A headdress in the Japanese taste with a
Noh mask. The dress was made using stuff
for an obi.

The headdress is finished on a special

stand assembled into the form of a human
body.

(Photographs by the author)
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