The Cultural Elements in Taiwanese Hakka Women's
Clothing

1. Research Background

The Hakkas is one of the Han-Chinese
ethnic groups that migrated south from the
Yellow River area. They consciously maintain
many aspects of Han heritage, such as lan-
guages, customs, habits, etc. Clothing, in this
context, is one of the most significant cultural
elements for human history, and archaeologists
can speculate on the customs and habits of a
certain period according to the clothing back
then. Consequently, research into clothing is
crucial for the preservation of a culture. With
aforementioned concepts in mind, this research
aims at three major topics to have a
comprehensive and extensive discussion about
the dress code of Taiwanese Hakka women.
The design and developments of traditional
clothes for Taiwanese Hakka women, Taiwa-
nese Hakka women’s social status from the
perspective of their traditional clothes, and the
contrasts between Taiwanese Hakka women in
the North and the South in terms of clothing
consumption behaviors.

2. Literature Reviews

Literature reviews are conducted from four
aspects, "culture research,” "Hakka women re-
search,” "Hakka clothing,” and “clothing con=
sumption behaviors.”
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1) Culture Research:

Agger proposed that the meanings of
culture research are as follows:

Culture research is an expanded idea of
culture. It opposes the assumptions behind
"culture crusade” and accordingly refutes the
dichotomy of high and low culture, or
completely refuses any attempts to rebuild
the idea of culture hierarchy. From the
standpoint of anthropologists, culture is an
integration of people’s lifestyle, but it cannot
agree on the view that culture is a unity.

2) Hakka Women Research:

Hakka women are renowned for their
high labor participation rate and indeed, a
lot of past literature indicates that they are
highly involved in the workforce.(Kiang,
1992; Constable, 1994; Lien, 1996) Never-
theless, does the high rate of labor parti-
cipation contribute to an improvement of
Hakka women's social status? According to
researches conducted by Chang (1994) -
Chuang(1994) - Chen(2000) on family decision
role or family status of Min and Hakka
women, they demonstrate that high labor
participation rate does not render Hakka
women with higher family status in com-
parison with other women from different

Chinese ethnic groups. Ho-Ling, Lin and



Hsiang-Chieh, Lee(1999) studied the discre-
pancy of family resources allocation ‘between the
opposite sex in Southern Min, Hakka, and Main~
landers families via three aspects—-family eco-
nomic conditions, number of social networks,
stereotypical gender role. They unveiled that
Min and Hakka groups are more patriarchal in
family resources allocation when compared with
Mainlanders families. Furthermore, the status of
Hakka women is even lower than Southern
Min women. When the English priest, GhanBell,
worked in the Hakka communities of Guang-
dong Province in the nineteenth century, he
found that local Hakka women was actively-
involved in the farm, unlike other Han women
who seldom left the house because of
foot-binding practice. He also observed that
they had a bunch of family's keys hanging on
their waists, representing their authority in the
household. As a result, he believed that the
social status of Hakka women is relatively high
and they were granted the right to work and
the control of the family’s finance. Another
scholar, Hsiao-Yeh, suggested that Hakka
women liberated their tongues and feet. The
"big feet” refer to the norms that Hakka
women usually did not undergo foot-binding
while the “tongues” reveal that they could sing
out loud what they thought, including their
sexual desire, generally considered a taboo in
traditional Han culture, There were a few bold
love stories in traditional folk songs, such as
the one that describes a young maid privately
meeting her lover. From the aforementioned
information, it is intriguing to research whether
Hakka women really bear different images from
the stereotypical Chinese women. Are Hakka

women actually free from the social constraints,
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do they have absolute control over house-
hold, and are they really forward in expres-
sing their love and desire? This research
hopes to provide a new insight into Hakka
women's social status from the viewpoints
of the designs and the developments of their
clothing.

3) Hakka Clothing

Hakkas, whose clothing preserves the
tradition of Yellow River Han people, are
tied to their traditional clothes. On the other
hand, they take local circumstances into
account, making slight adjustments, which
shows their uniqueness. Nonetheless, there
are few researches of Hakka clothing. The
only representative research is the book
named “the studies on Six-Tui Hakka tra-
ditional clothing,” written by Professor Cheng
-Tzu, Lin.(1981) The book focuses on men's
wear, women'’s wear, children’s wear, common
clothes, formal clothes, and Min group's
clothes, incorporating a lot of first-hand field
investigation photographs and data. The
book introduces different styles of clothing,
hairdos and ornaments. Most importantly, it
is the first professional literature on Hakka
clothing and ormnaments from the standpoint
of furnishings. Unfortunately, the book fails
to further analyze the inner cutting and
trimming of the clothes, as well as their

cultural elements.

4) Consumer Behaviors and Beliefs

Currently Hakka women are wearing
ready-made clothing instead of the traditional
Hakka blue blouses, and their styles and
consamer behaviors are becoming plural.
The twenty-first century is a century where
supplies exceed demands; accordingly, mar-



keting professionals are very concerned about
consumers’ demands and behaviors. Scholars in
the early times believed that consumers’ de-
cision-making process is rational, and the idea
was reflected in the EKB model proposed by
Engel, Blackwell and Kollat in 1968. However,
in the real business world, consumers are
driven to make quick decisions due to the fast-
paced lifestyle, and therefore their consumer
behaviors do not proceed simply according to
reason. Instead, they adopt the heuristic system.
(Hsu, 2001) Consumer heuristics is a belief, and
it refers to what a person believes and agrees
with internally. Consumer beliefs are the ideas
that consumers advocate when he or she is
shopping. Accoring to Rokeach (1980), personal
beliefs are divided into core beliefs and surface
level Béliefs. Core beliefs are underlying beliefs
influenced by cultural values and personal
recognition, which are not easy to change.
Hakkas are generally regarded as diligent and
hard-working people, seldom shopping, and are
dubbed as "Oriental Jews.” Yet their consumer
beliefs have not been proved scientifically.
Hakka women’s consuming activities are often
related to their everyday basic demands. When
it comes to clothing consumption, Hakka women
not only purchase what they personally

need, but also purchase men’s wear alone or
with their spouses. (Chen, 2001) This re-
search is going to employ past profes-
sional surveys regarding consumer beliefs as
a reference, and develop a set of surveys
aiming at Hakka women’s consumer beliefs
about clothes, in the hope of offering the
past subjective thinking a scientific and

objective verification.

3. Research Methods

The research will firstly apply the liter-
ature theoretical analyses, probing relevant
literatures in support of the theoretical foun-
dations of this research. Moreover, field in—
vestigations and experts symposia will be
conducted to enrich related discussions. Survey
questionnaires will also be handed out to
Hakka women to investigate their consump-
tion beliefs in regard to clothing, and results
will be analyzed by statistics. The research
paper will be written based on the results
gathered by the aforesaid research methods.

4. Research Structure

The companson between Hakka
The design and Discussing Hakka women in the North and the South
evolvement women's social status regarding the clothing consumption
about based on their traditional beliefs
traditional clothing
Hakka women's
wear

Taiwanese

The cultural elements in

women's clothing

Hakka
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5. Conclusion and Suggestions

The research results can not only enhance
people’s understanding about Taiwanese Hakka
women’s clothing, but also boost the relevant
exchanges in ethnic cultures and academics,
improving the cultural and academic status of
Hakka women’s clothing. In the meanwhile, it
is expected that the research will inspire dome-
stic and international clothing designers to
design Hakka women’s clothes that are both
traditional and innovative. Furthermore, people
from all fields can joint forces to promote the
art and culture of Taiwanese Hakka women’s
clothing, integrating Hakka culture, arts and
academic researches.

This research is nevertheless regionally
restricted only to Taiwanese Hakka women's
clothing, which is not comprehensive enough in
terms of entire Hakka clothing culture world-
wide. Thus, further researches can start from
the Hakka women'’s clothing outside Taiwan, in
order to have in depth understanding.
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