East Asia’s Culture Viewed Through Wadang(RfL &)

Chang-Jong Yoo

Honorary President, Korean Research Society for Roof Tiles

I. East Asia’s Identity

1. Geographical Identity: Proximity
2. Anthropological Identity: Appearance
3 Cultural Identity: Chinese letters (calligraphy)
4. Ideological Identity: Confucianism, Buddhism
5. Social Identity: Clothing(plane cutting), Food (chopsticks), Housing (tile-roofed house-wadang
(= end pieces of roof tile)
6. Historical Identity: Mutual cooperative destiny-sharing community
A. Ancient Times (wadang): Developed in order of Chinal>Korea > Japan
B. Early Modern Times (industrialization): Developed in order of Japan DKorea D China
C. Modern Times (Olympic): Developed in order of Japan (1964) DKorea (1988) D China
(2008)
* The East Asia started from the Chinese cultural sphere of the ancient times, and it is
a destiny-sharing community that has evolved through well-intended competitions with
influencing and exchanging each other.

. East Asia’s Culture Viewed Through Wadang

1. Wadang is a measurer to divide countries and ages

* The patterns and forms of wadang are clearly different depending on countries and ages.

A. China
(1) Western Zhou: Manufactured and used wadang for the first time in the world. It was
semicircular “Jungbae” pattern..
(2) Warring States Period: * The first heyday of wadang in China (East Asia)
* Qi Most of them were semicircular, composed of trees, animals, and horse-riding
patterns, and some were circular wadang.
* Qin: Semicircular wadang such as mountain-shaped, “Somun”, “Seungmun”, “Gimun”,
cloud-shaped patterns; Circular wadang such as cloud-shaped and animal patterns.
e Yan: Semicircular wadang such as “Docheolmun” and pair dragon patterns
(3) Qin: Most of them were circular wadang such as cloud and animal patterns, some were
semicircular.
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(4) Han: Most of them were circular wadang such as cloud, letters, “Sasindo” pattern, while
semicircular wadang were few.

* Qin-Han Era was the second heyday of wadang in China (East Asia).
“Sasindo” wadang was in the first level in China.

(5) Wei and Jin: Circular wadang in the cloud pattern prevailed. Exterior angle connected by
triangular pattern emerged. Some letters-wadang remains.

(6) South-North Dynasties Period: Lotus flower pattern prevailed under the influence of Bud-
dhism. Cloud pattern almost disappeared.

* South Dynasties' Lotus flower pattern in a single or double plate and “Gwimyeon”
circular wadang greatly prevailed.

* North Dynasties' Double-plated “Bosanghwa”-shaped (early) and single-plated “Haengin”™-
shaped lotus flower patterns and “Gwimyeon” circular wadang prevailed.

(7) Sui & Tang Period: Circular wadang that “Yeonjumun” surrounded double- or single-plated
lotus flower pattern prevailed. There were also “Chohwa”, “Gwimyeon” and “Bulsang”
patterns. Fringe part was lowered.

(8) Song, Five Dynasties: “Gwimyeon” and chrysanthemum patterns prevailed instead of lotus
flower pattern. Dragon pattern also increased.

(®) Liao, Jin, Yuan: Most of them were “Gwimyeon” pattern. Paulownia leaf-shaped “Am-
maksae” emerged.

(10) Ming, Qing: “Amsumaksae” such as dragon and phoenix patterns and “Yurigi® greatly

prevailed.

B. Korea
(1) The Three-Kingdoms Period

* Goguryeo: Vigorous “Haenin”-shaped lotus flower, “Indong” and “Gwimyeon” patterns
were peculiar. There was grey-black color in the early era, but most of them were red
or reddish brown.

* Baekje: Most of them were single-plated lotus flower patterned “Sumaksae” in soft and
neat light gray. A lot of Yeonmok wadang was excavated.

« Silla: Typical one was single-plated six-leaves (or eight, nine, ten) lotus flower pattern
“Sumaksae” with a ridgeline. Often found were double-plated and Gwimyeon Sumaksaes.
Most of them are grey-black.

(2) Unified Silla

* The third heyday of wadang in East Asia ~ It is the top~level wadang in East Asia. As
it featured various and delicate patterns, its artistic quality became higher, and brilliant
patterned “Ammaksae” emerged.

* As decorated patterns such as “Yeonjumun” emerged in the fringe part, it was differ-
entiated from that in the Three-Kingdoms period.

* Lotus flower, Bosanghwa: Double-plated, middle-plated and Indong Bosanghwa patterns
* Animal, Cheonin: “Seojo”, lion, “Gareungbinga”, “Muak Cheonin” and “Bicheon”
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» Oval: the same pattern with that of circular Sumaksae
» Gwimyeon: Circular Sumaksae, quadrangular floor tile and rafter roof tile
* Ammaksae: Dangcho, Chohwa, Indong, Seojo, giraffe, dragon patterns

(3) Balhae: Heart-shaped and double-plated lotus flower pattern, back pattern between plates,
dumpling jabang and yeonjumun fringe were peculiar. Color is gray, gray-black and
reddish brown.

(4) Goryeo: Lotus flower (early), Gwimokmun (middle), Beomjamun (latter), Gwimyeonmun, etc.
Yeonjumun in the fringe part was degenerated. Celadon porcelain wadang emerged.

(5) Joseon: Beomjamun, lotus flower, Gwimok, Munja, Inmyeonmun, etc.
Decoration was degenerated, and Sumaksae was changed to vertical oval, Ammaksae was
changed to Paulownia leaf-shaped. “Maksae” is attached to the tiles in an obtuse angle.

C. Japan

(1) Asuka Era: Most of them were “Somun” patterned and single-plated lotus flower Sumaksae
(Temple Asuka, Horyu-ji, Sacheonwang-sa, Osangumi-sa, Chuguji)

(2) Kakuho Era: Temple Sanjeon-type, double-plated Temple Cheonwon-type, and Temple Horyu-
ji~type emerged. Also, Temple Shinyakushiji-type that Yeonjumuin surrounds lotus flower
pattern in the midst of Temple Cheonwon-type emerged.

(3) Nara Era: In addition to double-plated lotus flower pattern, Junggwonmun and lotus flower
Dangchomun emerged.

(4) Heian Era: In addition to double-plated lotus flower pattern, thin-plated lotus flower, Sam-
pamun, Botap, Bulsangmun, Beomjamun also emerged.

(5) Kamakura Era: Letters pattern also prevailed.

(6) Muromachi Era: Sampamun also prevailed.

(7) Momoyama Era: Paulownia leaf-shaped pattern prevailed. Gold foiled wadang emerged
during the Toyotomi Hideyoshi era.

(8) Edo Era: Famous family insignia prevailed as wadang pattern.

2. Wadang is a record with aesthetic value.

* Wadang pattern reflects social value and lifestyle like a historical picture representing the
aesthetic consciousness of the times, and represents cultural and artistic characteristics of
the times.

A. Natural Beauty
* Reflects surroundings in daily life (animal pattern in the Warring States Period, lotus
flower ridgeline of Baekje)

B. Religious Beauty

* Records religious worth, legends and myths (Cheonin, Bulsang (Buddhist statue), Sasindo,
Seomto, Gareungbinga)
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C. Personality
* Displays dignity and solemnity (dragon, phoenix, Gwimyeon)

D. Sorcerous Power and Lucky Sign
* Represents sorcerous power to defeat evils and praying. (Letters wadang for lucky sign
and praying, and Gwimyeon)

E. Tradition

» Maintains unity and eternality throughout the nation and the times.

3. Evidence of Cultural Dissemination
* Wadang is a secret key to decipher the history of mutual exchanges in the ancient East
Asia.

A. Shape of Sumaksae

(1) Semicircle

Semicircular wadang was originated from Western Zhou of China, it prevailed in the Warring
States Period, and then vanished in Qin and Han Era. It reappeared in the Goguryeo of Korea.

(2) Circle
It was created in the Warring States Period, and disseminated to Korea and Japan, and it was
rooted in the form of Sumaksae in all the three countries.

{(3) Oval
It was often used in Silla Dynasty of Korea, and it was also found in Japan (Kakuhbo) and

China (Song), albeit rarely.

B. Shape of Ammaksae

(1) Crooked Rectangle

It was originated from the Three Kingdoms Period of Korea, and it greatly prevailed in the
Unified Silla Period. While it was rooted as a main shape in Japan, it has not been found in
China.

(2) Paulownia leaf-shaped
Originated from Yuan of China, it prevailed Goryoe and Joseon Dynasty of Korea as well as
Ming and Qing, and also prevailed in Japan later.

C. Shape of Fringe Part

(1) High crooked-type
The tradition of high fringe part was originated from the Warring States Period and it

#
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continued through Qin, Han, South Dynasties, Ming and Qing. It also prevailed in the Three
Kingdoms Period, Unified Silla and Goryeo of Korea, and Asuka, Kakuho and Nara Eras of Japan.

(2) Low crooked-type
Originated from the Warring States Period, it continued in the North Dynasties, Tang, Song
and Yuan. It partly appeared in the Unified Silla and Goryoe of Korea, and Asuka, Kakuho and

Nara Eras of Japan.

D. Decoration of Fringe Part

(1) Upside decoration of fringe part

It has been rarely found in China, but in Korea, it emerged in the end of the Three Kingdoms
Period and, in the Unified Silla a variety of decorative pattern was used such as Dangchomun,
Hwamun, Seonmun, and lotus flower pattern in addition to Yeonjumun. The tradition continued in
Goryeo. In Japan, Jungmun, Geochimun, Noemun, and Dangchomun were used from Kakuho Era.

(2) Decoration of chin side in the fringe part
‘There has been no case in China, but in Korea it was found a lot in the Unified Silla. In
Japan, some cases were found in Kakuho and Nara era.

E. Shape of Jabang

(1) Dumpling-type

Emerging from the Warring States Period, it was largely used in Qin and Han. In Korea,
Goguryeo accepted the tradition and it greatly prevailed in Balhae and Goryeo, also. Rarely was it

found in Japan.

(2) Yeongwa-type

It greatly prevailed in the South-North Dynasties and Sui & Tang. In Korea, it was not often
found in Goguryeo, but prevailed in Baekje, Silla and Unified Silla. It was often found in the early
Goryeo. In Japan, it was used from Asuka through Nara as the main form of Jabang under the
influence of Korea.

F. Division of Wadang’ sides and Yeongwa

The method to divide the sides of wadang into four parts and fill them with patterns or letters
greatly prevailed in Qin and Han of China, and Goguryeo of Korea accepted the tradition, but in
Japan, used only were marks of Yeongwa that was used together to divide the wadang sides.

G. Cloud, Letter Patterns and Beomjamun

(1) Cloud pattern

Greatly prevailing in the Warring States, Qin & Han, Wei & Jin Periods, it shortly emerged in
the early Goguryeo and disappeared. There was no sign that it was disseminated to Japan around
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that time.

(2) Letters pattern

Greatly prevailing in the Qin and Han Period, it remained its marks in the wadang of early
Goguryeo and Silla. Afterwards, many letters wadangs were found from Unified Sill through
Joseon. In Japan, it was often manufactured from Kamakura Era.

(3) Beomjamun
Beomjamun, which appeared in the Five Dynasties (or Liao, Jin, Yuan) of China, emerged in
Goryeo and Joseon of Korea, and emerged afterwards from Heian Era in Japan.

H. Shape of Lotus Flower Pattern

(1) Double-Plated Lotus Flower Pattern

The double-plated lotus flower patterned Sumaksae, which emerged in the South Dynasties Era
of China, greatly prevailed in Tang. It appeared in the wadang of Goguryeo and Baekje once in a
while, but it was found more often in Silla and Unified Silla. In Japan, it greatly prevailed under
the influence of China and Korea since Kakuho Era.

(2) Ridgeline Lotus Flower Pattern

The ridgeline lotus flower patterned Sumaksae, which prevailed in the South Dynasties of
China, emerged in Goguryeo and Baekje of Korea, and evolved as a representative wadang pattern
in Silla. In Japan, it was manufactured since Asuka under the influence of the two countries.

I. Gwimyeonmun

(1) China

Docheolmun semicircular wadang was manufactured as the main pattern in Yan of the Warring
States Period, and circular Gwimyeon Sumaksae prevailed together with lotus flower patterned
Sumaksae in the South-North Dynasties, and continued in Sui and Tang, also. Lotus flower
pattern almost disappeared in Liao, Jin, and Yuan, instead, only Gwimyeonmun was manufactured,

which continued until Ming and Qing.

(2) Korea
Gwimyeon Sumaksae was largely used in Goguryeo, and continuously prevailed through Silla,
Unified Silla, Goryeo and Joseon.

(3) Japan

Gwimyeon wadang which was influenced by Unified Silla is found a lot, but Gwimyeon

Sumaksae is very rare.

- 86 -



J. Inmyeonmun

(1) China

Inmyeonmun semicircular wadangs of the Warring States Period, Han and North Dynasties
Period are rarely found. Much amount of Inmyeonmun circular wadang was manufactured in the
South Dynasties Period, and there are Inmyeonmun which seems to be Sumaksae of Song.

(2) Korea
There are Sumaksae of Silla, which is famous as a smile of Silla, and Inmyeon Sumaksae,

which is sorted into the ownership of Baekje and Unified Silla.

(3) Japan
There is no case that has been formally reported.

K. Indongmun
(1) China
It was found from Sumaksae patterns of the South Dynasties Period.

(2) Korea

In Goguryeo, Indongmun Sumaksae was manufactured a lot, and it appeared in the Jeondol
pattern of Baekje together with lotus flower pattern, which seems to be influenced by the South
Dynasties of China. The Indongmun Ammaksae of Unified Silla is very delicate, and Indongmun

emerges from Sumaksae.

(3) Japan
Under the influence of Korea, it appears in the Sumaksae of Kakuho Era.

L. Yeonmok Wadang

(1) China
It is estimated that it was first manufactured and used in the South Dynasties Period.

(2) Korea
Examples of its use are continuously found throughout Baekje, Silla, Unified Silla and Goryeo.

(3) Japan
Found were a lot of similar Yeonmok wadangs, which seem to have imitated the shape of
Korea. In contrast, while Yeonmok wadang of China has the fringe part, but those of Korea and

Japan don't have it.
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4.

A

.

Outlook Over Mutual Exchanges of Korea, China and Japan Through Wadang
Considering the semicircular wadang, higher fringe part, dividision of wadang sides,
dumpling jabang, cloud pattern, Haengin-typed lotus flower pattern, and Gwimyeon,
Goguryeo, together with the influence of Qin, Han and Northem Wei, manufactured a
creative wadang which was dynamic and vigorous in red or reddish brownof reducing
flames. Although Japanese wadang has those patterns that were sorted into Goguryeo
style, such as Pungposa-type, there were not a lot of exchanges with Goguryeo in
wadang, compared with Silla and Baekje.

. It seems certain that Baekje's wadang was strongly influenced by the South Dynasties of

China since the transfer of capital to Ungjin. Baekje’'s wadang of single-plated lotus flower
pattern, which became softer, was disseminated to Japan as it was. The early wadangs of
Temple Asuka, Horyu-ii and Sacheonwangsa imitates Baekje's wadang.

. Considering the double-plated and ridgeline lotus flower patterns and Gwimyeonmun through

the recent study, Silla of Korea frequently exchanged with the South Dynasties of China.
Those Sumaksaes of Silla were found a lot from Asuka Era, which prove the close
relationship between two countries.

. Even though Unified Silla of Korea was influenced by Tang of China, it accomplished the

best level wadang skills in terms of variety, delicacy and artistic quality in the history of
wadang.

It influenced a lot on Japanese Ammaksae pattern and Gwimyeon wadang. Also, the pattern
of Sumaksae and the decoration in the chin side of Amsumaksae seems to be influcend by
Unified Silla.

. The beomjamun, Paulownia leaf-shaped ammaksae of Goryeo and Joseon are those products

of exchanges with China, and its form has been seminated to Japan as it was.

. It is possible to estimate the disseminating course of other culture and arts through

identification of the disseminating course of wadang.

East Asia’s Future Through Wadang

1. Lessons for the East Asia’ Future

A.

Skillful Creativity of Wadang

The skills to manufacture wadangs are a creative industrial one.

~ They will show off the development ahility of creative industrial technology even in the

B.

future.

Artistic Superiority of Wadang

Wadang art is design ability of East Asian people.
~ Its potentials will be exploded in the fields of design and arts in the future.
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C. Dissemination between Nations

1t is disseminable throughout East Asia as one nation has created and introduced it.

- Which nation will do, whatever it will start in the future, those nations will grow and be
chanted altogether through mutual influences.

2. East Asia’s Identity in the Future

A. Continuous identity

It should express peculiarity with maintaining homogeneity and universality through political/
economic/social/cultural exchanges and well-intended competitions.

B. Only subjects are being changed
(1) Industry
Subjects are shifting to electric home appliances, cellular phones, automobiles, information,

biotechnology, aerospace engineering from wadang.

(2) Arts
Subjects are expanded to Western art, music, literature, filmmaking, broadcasting and
animation.

(3) Thoughts
Subjects are expanded to democracy, capitalism and Christianity.

C. Leading nation in the future

- Who is the leader in the 21™ century in East Asia?

Unlike the past, leaders separately are emerging depending on fields rather than one nation
is the leader in all fields.

- East Asia is a destiny-sharing community that encourages, leads and grow each other,

regardless of who leads.

3. Costume and Fashion of East Asia in the Future

A. Subject of Exchange

- It is natural that costume and fashion industries are the subject of well-intended com-
petitions and mutual exchanges.

B. Suggestion of East Asia Costume Future Sub-Committee

- The future of this field is being pioneered through the activities of the International Costume
Association of Korea, China and Japan.
- It is desirable to discuss the future plans from the long-term viewpoint.
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C. Promotion of Future Activities of International Costume Association

~ It is suggested to exchange joint research, workshop, exhibition, professors and students, in
addition to the regular congress.

- Joint efforts are necessary for the establishment of international cooperative regime.

D. Expansion of Participating Countries

- It is necessary to promote the participation of Mongolia, Vietnam and other countries.
E. Joint research for the contribution to fashion industry

- Modernization of East Asia’s traditional clothing is joint task.
- It is necessary to jointly develop the East Asia’s brand image.
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