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Abstract

With its rapid modernization and the unparalleled rate at which its society is aging, South Korea faces the need for a
dramatic increase in its supply of nursing homes. Among the spacial components of nursing homes, residential units are
considered as an essential part because the older person in nursing homes usually spend most of their time in residential units
and the nursing homes are mainly composed of various residential units. It is necessary, therefore, to prepare a guideline for
the plan of residential units in order to design the healthy and efficient nursing homes. This paper has first identified the
concept of residential unit and analyzed 55 cases in the 51 nursing homes from 4 countries. On the basis of this analysis,
architectural prototypes of residential units have been proposed and the architectural characteristics of them have been
compared analytically .
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