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Abstract

Integrated coastal management (ICM) requires robust indicators that gauge the
‘health’ of the coast in relation to environmental, social and economic activities.
Biological indicators(bio-indicators) offer a signal of the biological condition in an
ecosystem. Using bio-indicators as an early warning of pollution or degradation in
an ecosystem can help sustain critical resources. This review examines the rationale
and value of selecting species as bio-indicators of human induced changes within
estuaries, using examples from both the western and southern coast. It include a
range of biological parameters relating to particular species, groups of species and
biological processes. The use of these indicators is
critically reviewed and the presence or absence of a relevant framework for their
use In

Korean ICM programs is discussed.
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