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Study of Boundary Tone in Mandarin Chinese
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Abstract

This paper is phonetic study of Fy range and
boundary tone in Mandarin Chinese. The production
data from 6 Chinese speakers show that there are
declination, pitch resetting and tonal variation of
boundary tone. In declarative sentence, Fy declines
gradually over the utterance but mid-sentence
boundary prevents F, of following syllable from
declining because of pitch resetting. Fo range of
syllable is expanded before the mid- and final
sentence boundaries. In interrogative one, Fy ascends
gradually over the utterance and mid-sentence
boundary makes Fy of following syllable rise more.
Fo range of sentence final syllable is expanded and
Fy contour shows rising curve.
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