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There are two different types of passive constructions in Korean: lexical passives and syntactic
passives. Syntactic passives are, in turn, divided into two groups: those formed by the auxiliary verb ci-,
which takes an -e form complement, and those containing Verbal Nouns (VNs) and such passive Light
Verbs (pLVs) like toy-, pat- and tangha-, which we will call “passive Light Verb Constructions (pLVCs).”
In this presentation, we will explore some basic properties of pLVCs and will provide a mono-stratal
analysis of them, within an “Indexed Phrase Structure Grammar (IPSG)” framework (Chae 1992).

An active LVC sentence like the one in (1) below can have such corresponding pLVC sentences as

those in (2):

(1) kyengchal-i ku-lul  kamsi(-lul) ha-yess-ta.
police-Nom he-Acc watch(-Acc) do-Past-Decl 'The police watched him.'
(2) a. ku-ka (kyengchal-eykey) kamsi(-ka) toy-ess-ta.
he-Nom police-by watch(-Nom) become-Past-Decl 'He was watched (by the police).'
b. ku-ka (kyengchal-eykey) kamsi(-lul) pat-ass-ta.
he-Nom police-by watch(-Acc) receive-Past-Decl
c. ku-ka (kyengchal-eykey) kamsi(-lul) tangha-ess-ta.
he-Nom police-by watch(-Acc) undergo-Past-Decl

There is a controversy over the status of the constructions in (2), whether they can be analyzed as the
passive form of the LVC sentence (1). It is true that they are not examples of typical passives. For
example, they do not appear in Keenan's (1985) list of passive constructions in world languages.
However, it is very clear that they have one less complement than sentence (1), which is one of the most
important characterizing properties of passives sentences (No 1997). The Acc complement of the VN
kamsi in (1) is “promoted” to the Nom complement in (2), and the Nom complement of the VN is
“demoted” to an oblique complement or is deleted in (2).

The pLVCs in (2), besides their “promotional/demotional” properties, have some other special
properties. Firstly, the pLV toy- requires a Nom-marked VN, while the pLVs pat- and tangha- require an
Acc-marked VN, if a case marker is present. Secondly, although the VN kamsi can combine with all the

three pLVs, not all VNs can combine with all the pLVs:

(3) a. kensel 'construction": kensel toy-/*pat-/*tangha-
b. phakoy 'destruction": phakoy toy-/*pat-/tangha-
c. chotay 'invitation': chotay toy-/pat-/*tangha-
d. kemmun 'check(-up)": kemmun *?toy-/pat-/tangha-

Lastly, we must realize that the VN itself does not have any passive properties at all. It becomes a passive

expression only when it combines with a pLV:



(4) a. sang-ul  swuye(-lul) ha-yess-ta.
prize-Acc awarding(-Acc) do-Past-Decl ... awarded a prize.'
b. sang-ut swuye hwu
prize-Acc awarding after ‘after awarding a prize'
(5) a. sang-i swuye(-ka) toy-ess-ta.
prize-Nom awarding(-Nom) become-Past-Decl 'A prize was awarded.’

b. *sang-i swuye hwu

As we can see from the data in (4), the VN swuye shows the same case-marking pattern, regardless of
whether it occurs with the LV ha- or with the (dependent) aspectual noun Awu. However, the case-
marking pattern of the passive sentence in (5a) is not preserved in (5b). These data indicate that the
subcat(egorization) frame of a VN remains constant, unless the VN is followed by a pLV. Hence, we can
conclude that the pLV is responsible for the passive properties in pLVCs.

Chae (2002) provides an IPSG analysis of LVCs in Korean, which is based on the framework
developed in Chae (1992). The main points of this framework is that each lexical item which induces a
particular construction has a stacked [LICENSOR XP] as a part of its syntactic information in the lexicon.
LICENSOR is a kind of a FOOT feature and its value (i.e. XP) is the same as the target. The feature in the

stack is discharged according to the following principle:

(6) The Principle of LICENSOR Discharge:
[LICENSOR XP] in the stack of a node (pops out of the stack and) licenses one of this node's
daughters when the specification of the LICENSOR's value (i.e. XP) is the same as that of this
daughter node.

To implement the fact that VNs are allowed to have NP-external complements only when the VN is
licensed by Aa- or by an aspectual noun, Chae (2002) assumes that these elements rather than the VNs
have a LICENSOR feature with an empty value. He further assumes that when they combine with a VN,
what is subcategorized for by the VN becomes the value of the feature. This operation makes it sure that
what will be licensed by the LICENSOR feature are the complements of the PN.

In this presentation, we will show that pLVCs in Korean can be accounted for naturally within the
framework of Chae (1992, 2002). The pLV has a LICENSOR feature with an empty value, just like the
LV ha-. The value of the feature gets filled when the pLV combines with a VN. In the case of LVCs, what
is subcategorized for by the VN becomes the value of the feature. For example, in (4a), when the LV ha-
combines with the VN swuye, the complements of the VN, i.e. its object and subject complements,
become the value of the LICENSOR. In the case of pLVCs, the subcategorized elements of the VN cannot
themselves be the value of the feature, as we can see in (5a). The feature has to take as its value the
“passivized” subcat frame of the corresponding active sentence. As the pLV induces pLVCs and, hence, is
responsible for their passive properties, we assume that the pLV governs a construction feature PAS, just
like the passive auxiliary be/get in English (Zwicky 1987). This feature will take care of changing an
active subcat frame into its passive subcat frame. For example, the subcat frame of swuye in (4), i.e.
<NPI[Nom], PP[PFORM -eykey], NP2[Acc]>, will turn into a passive subcat frame, i.e. <NP2[Nom],
PP[PFORM -eykey], (NPI[{Obl})>, once the feature {PAS +] is realized on the VN node. Then, the
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elements of the passive subcat frame will become the value of the LICENSOR feature. Now we have
provided a natural account of the most important passive properties of pLVCs, the
"promotional/demotional” properties (cf. (5a)).

Other special properties of pLVCs can also be accounted for under the present approach. Firstly, we
saw that the pLV foy- requires a Nom-marked VN and the pLVs pat- and tangha- require an Acc-marked
VN. As the pLV takes a VN as its complement in our approach (cf. Chae 2002), the requirements here
become a matter of the combination between a head and its complements. That is, the pLV roy- takes a
Nom-marked VN as its complement and the other pLVs take a Acc-marked VN. Secondly, we need to
account for the fact that not all VNs can combine with all the pLVs. We must notice that this is not a
special property of pLVs. Each of the VNs has its own selectional restrictions in combining with a LV,
regardless of whether it is an active LV or a passive LV. Hence, the restrictions should be specified in the
lexicon item by item. Lastly, the VN itself does not have any passive properties at all. It becomes a
passive expression only when it combines with a pLV. These facts are also implemented into the system
naturally. As the subcat frame of a VN remains constant, it does not itself has any passive properties. Its
subcat frame changes only when it combines with a pLV, resulting in a passive expression.
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c.(22g=0 gsf) AvYrt da-& R A7t Asl-7 F3o.
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- object promotion, subject demotion

. *AEdo] 7hgo]l AAKChH HAW *FAst Agr ZAEH "
- object promotion, no subject demotion

o *(AgdeAd) 7hEE AAHCH HAh (@ AA) FE 2ACH "5
- no object promotion, subject demotion

e +d@elol 7hig BACH HUh gt B4E AACH HA
- no object promotion, no subject demotion

- object promotion¥} subject demotiond F Ao Q.
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U, gioygsicd 59
E2HAL /1A HEAE FHF (Fole 'VN+IZEE FA7F 2 4 dojok gh.
HAg Fol7t demotionHH 2

(13) J-R Kim (1991): the subject of
7}, «=oh»e] Fo]: theme or patient
. «xbdro] FEof: recipient
o}, «g3tc} o] F0f: adverse recipient

3. g2 FTFEENE B4 (Indexed Phrase Structure Grammar)

(14) A lexical rule approach:
7}, "= T} [COMPS <VNP[CASE NOM, PAS +]>|
t}. lexical rule (cf. Borsley 1999: 146):
VN|SUBJ <[1]>, COMPS <[2], ...>| = VN|SUBJ <[2]>, COMPS <...>, PAS +>

(15) (14)9] A A:
7 HedAL AA Y 5P S 78T

2
Lo (och): (A&l A) 78S BAKE) F R/t - only subject demotion
o]l «HAp 7t ofet ol “sE

+& A7t #EEHE.

e Be 79 F ovs. v o]l 7o F

(16) Zwicky (1987): "Construction features" for those constructions generalizing over many patterns
- the construction feature PAS for the English passive construction

7}. Characteristics of PAS in universal grammar:
a. PAS is a HEAD feature.
b. [+ PAS] occurs only with [+V, -N, -SUBIJ] categories.

L}, The verbs be and get can govern VP[+PAS].

t}. Exponents of VP[+PAS] in English:
a. If VP has [+PAS] then it has [\NP].
b. VP[+PAS] can have PP[by] as a daughter.
c. If VP has [+PAS] then it has [VFOEM: PSP].

(17) +% B&A 7& 24
7}. The verbs “= o}, W}, G310)” govern VNP[PAS +].
L}. A constraint on VNP[PAS +]:

VNPIPAS +, SUBJ <[1]>, COMPS <[2], ...>] = VNP|SUBIJ <[2]>, COMPS <..., ([1])>

(18) “FrAL 78" BeAE & 4 (100

7}. The verbs “®tC}, B3}t}” can govern VNP[PPAS +].  (cf. PPAS: Pseudo-PAS)
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L}, A constraint on VNP[PPAS +]:
VNP|PPAS +, SUBJ <[1]>, COMPS <...>| => VNP|SUBJ <>, COMPS <..., ([1D>

(19) B&AF &9 A 2EH 3 £24: Chae (2002)

0) %7} (ARl A ZACH HAT 7 2A(E) wkchd .

S
/\
NP2 LVPIL NP2!
/\
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/\
% IZMI A VNP# LVIL []!

ISUBJ <[2]>, COMPS <([1])>|

A Hloh
{SUBJ <NP1>, COMPS <NP2>|

CHAFELAA) 7he AAKE) g chygich

F
LVP
/\
PIPI LVPIL ({1])!
Aol Al VNP# LVIL (]!

ISUBJ <>, COMPS <([1])>|

N

NP2 VN g chyakgkct

7}!%% EL(%)

ISUBJ <NP1>, COMPS <NP2>|
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