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Runoff of Pollutant Loads from Paddy Field Area in a Dry Year
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Abstract

We investigated net outflow load and unit load of pollutants from a paddy fields area in
dry year 2001. Amount of irrigation water in 2001 was about 61-63% of that in previous
years 1999 and 2000 due to drought. The net outflow load and unit load of pollutants in
2001 were negative, showing that paddy fields acts as sink of pollutants due to function of
water quality purification. The relationship between unit load of pollutants and net surface
outflow (=surface outflow — irrigation water) showed positive correlation. The results
showed that abatement of surface outflow by appropriate water management contribute to
reduce surface outflow load from paddy fields.
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Table 1. Ne. outflow loads and unit loads of pollutants during
irrigation periods
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