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A Study on Spatial Composition of

Korean Architecture and Japanese Architecture
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Abstract

Architectural space consists of the interior and the exterior. The layout and form of
architectural space has a great variety of characters by region and culture. In other
words, it can be understood which has a priority between the interior and the exterior
in developing the layout and the form of architectural space. Belonging to the culture
area of Chinese characters with Korea, Japan has maintained its own identity. It has an
identity in the layout and form of architectural space as well. Therefore, the architecture
and architectural theories of the two countries were compared and analyzed with
priority given to the traditional architecture extending to the contemporary architecture,
also the backgrounds of architecture and architectural theories of two countries were
examined in this study.

This study shows that each country has different characters in how to introduce
nature, how to expand space and how to compose windows, including the view of
nature and the cult of space. As a result, the space in Korean architecture has
relatively the exterior-oriented character but in Japan architecture spatial character is
interior-oriented. The interior-oriented character can be relevant to the word
'reduction’ and the exterior-oriented character to ‘extension’ after all. Also it can be
thought that each character has a great relation with climate and idea of people in
power.
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