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between the Korean National Science
Curriculum and the Korean Education
Programs for Secondary Science
Teachers as to Their Focus on
Constructivist Perspectives
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The purpose of this research was to
determine whether the present Korean
teacher education programs for secondary
science teachers are effective in improving
teacher understanding of constructivism and
STS because the current Korean National
Science Curriculum emphasizes both ideas
as reforms. The teacher education progrmas
sampled in the research included
pre-service programs and two types of
in-service  programs: the  Qualifying
In-service Program and the Iowa ¥Xorean
Science Teachers Workshop. The
pre-service program was more effective
than the in-service programs in improving
the teacher perspectives of both
constructivism and STS. The Iowa Korean
Science Teachers Workshop was more
effective than the Qualifying In-service
Program. The JIowa Korean Science
Teachers Workshop was suggested as a
way of aligning the Korean National
Science Curriculum more quickly with
recommended teaching practices in Korean
schools.
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