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The Perception of Interior Design Factors
Related to Risk of Falls among Elderly
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the perceptual differences among
independent elderly relative to falls risk associated with specified environmental
design factors. The sample consisted of 135 independent elderly who live in Ulsan.
The data were collected by utilizing questionnaire which included demographic
information, and environmental design assessments accompanied by line drawings.
The data were analyzed by using SAS program. The major findings were as
follows: (1) There were 35(25.9%) elderly experienced fall(s) within one year and
about half of the fallers fell more than once. (2) The elderly perceived lighting is the
most hazardous interior design factor related to increased risk of falls. (3) There was
a significant difference among age groups on perception of lighting as interior design
factors and the elderly perceived differently floor as interior design factors by their
perceived health status.
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