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A Study on R&D Associations in Korea :
Their Development and Future Direction
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Abstract

R&D association is a very important institution to promote inter-firm

technological cooperation. In Korea, they have begun to be established in 1982, and
at now 56 R&D associations are working. The purpose of this study is to analyze
the problems of the R&D associations, and to suggest a new direction of their
future development. Their problems were analyzed from the perspective of coope-
rative R&D mechanisms, especially with a new concept of R&D community :
search community, planning community, community of research itself. This study
emphases the importance of the R&D association’s role as a planning community,
and the institutional linkage between R&D association and National R&D program
through the introduction of design-in planning system.
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