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An art style expresses the artistic desire, social environments and cultural features of
the contemporary humans beings. Also, the dress and adornments reflects cultural
features such as political system, economical status, the level of science and technology
and art style with an artistic sense of values and self expression,

Therefore, the dress and adornments, one field of arts, is very closely connected with
the representative art style of the same age, and an investigation on the art style can
be a useful tool for studying about characteristics of the contemporary fashion.

Due to the international crisis of political and economical confrontation and
industrialization in the late 20th century, the self consciousness, -all human beings are
included in one community-~, appeared in the form of post-modernism,

This post-modernism reflects the spirits of the times in the society, economy as well
as arts, and also comes to greatly affect the dress and adornments,

The purposes of this study is analysis of the spirit of the post-modernism times focus-
ing on the dress and adornments of Korean women appeared 1990 to 1997. A comparison
and investigation between the post-modernism of Korean women’s dress and those of
other countries. For thd study, fashion magazines like Women’s Dong-A, Textile Journ-
al, Ceci, Vouge(U.S.A) are used.

In this study, spirits of the previous research results about post-modernism are
analyzed by classifying into negotiationism, pluralism, popularity and naturalism, and
the results are as follows,

First, for the negotiationism, it is known that the negotiation between the introduc-
tion of historical contents opposing against the anti-historicism of the modernism, and
that of native and racial contents, is the expression technique of dress and adornments
through the reconstruction of the past contents rather than simple imitation of the past,
and at the same time, though the past is identically imitated, is dominated by the social
and cultural environments of the same age. Hence, a retro mode is appeared due to the



recurrence toward historicism, and a racial mode is appeared due to the exotic trend.

Second, the pluralism is originated from the paralle] existence of several modes rather
than the cultural concept dominating a specific period and the androgynous mode is ap-
peared.

Third, the popularity originated from the disappearance of distinction between an
high-level culture and a popular culture expresses popular and commercial cultures of
the popular society, and it is appeared in the dress and adornments forms of pop-art
style and funk style. The dress of pop-art style shows up on the emphasis of sexual at-
tractiveness and that of funk style shows up in the forms of grunge look and hip-hop
look which are tough and hostile due to the influence of teen age’s culture,

Fourth, in the late 20th century, the naturalism with the movement of environmental
protection due to the fear for earth’s environment affects the society, culture, politics
and economy, and in term of dress and adornments, it is appeared in the forms of ecol-
ogy look and loose look. The ecology look affected by naturalism expresses through
natural colors, natural material and natural dye in the motive of the nature, and by the
rendez-vous of ecology and naturalism, the loose look which includes a freedom and
comfort, is appeared.

As a result of comparison between the relation of the post-modernism and the dress
and adornments in Korea and that of in other countries, it is shown that the trends in
the concepts of the post-modernism negotiationism, pluralism, popularity and naturalism
are appeared in similar and contemporary behavior,

This comes from the fact that all over the countries on earth share the same sense
due to the internationalism from the development of electronic technology and com-
munication,

However, it is shown that a fashion trend emphasizing the sexual sense is first ap-
peared in Korea from 1994, while that is first appeared in other countries from 1890,

Also, in the exotic trend, a racial trend in other countries’ dress of the post-modern-
ism is mainly affected by the folk dresses of East-south asia, South america and Africa,
while, in asia, it i1s mainly affected by those of China and Japan,

This is due to designers’ many activities of Japan, and they approach to the design in

the thought of the west, resulting in 2 expression of traditional Japanese manner.
On the contrary of activities of Japan’s designers, while there is no introduction of tra-
ditional Japan’s design in Korea due to historical and cultural backgrounds, the design
of chipac which is a traditional Chinese-same asian area-dress, Chinese collar and neddle
punch knit are introduced and they are distributed in widely in 1990s,

Therefore, the dress and adornments of post-modernism mixes the contents in the
moldings and arts as much as possible and is a part of the late 20th century’s arts with 2
mutual help between the past and the future, and the future-oriented manner,
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