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Abstract

The objective of this study is by analyzing villages("Ri" units) to specify the proper unit of the area
that the rural development policy is suitable for, and to examine whether the current rural
development policy considers the characteristics of community and region.

The study included twelve districts(in Korean "Eup" or "Myun") and one hundred one villages(in
Korean ri) in Poryong-si, Chungchungnam-do. Twelve and fifteen variables are respectively employed
for the analysis of Myun’s and Ri’s. Using Factor Analysis, Cluster Analysis, and Z-Score Analysis, the
study examines the degree of disadvantage and the process of growth pattern of each Myun or Ri.
The Ri's are also classified according to their functional characteristics. '

The results of this study could be summarized as follows; 1) There exist some problems in the
current rural development policy because it does not take into consideration the characteristics of
community and region. 2) Except a few distinct of areas, the proper unit of the area for the rural
development policy should be set being based on regional characteristics rather than the administrative
units. 3) The spatial boundary of rural development policy should be sets from villages(ri) to beyond
the unit of administrative units("Si" or "Gun"), according to the village unit analysis. 4) It is needed
that community and region data should be consistently accumulated after specifying Standard Statistical
Districts. 5) The application of indicators should be in accordance with the characteristics of the policy.
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