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ABSTRACT

This work proposes possible use of the hyperdocument as a companion for structural steel designers
and also as a part of any expert system to be used for the design of steel structures. AISC
Specification for Structural Steel Buildings -~ Allowable Stress Design and Plastic Design, June 1, 1989 -
has been thoroughly hyperdocumented. Database for the most of AISC standard sections has been built
for easier reference to sectional properties and even for search for the relevant sections. Hardy and
wxCLIPS from AIAI, The University of Edinburgh were used as development tools. Hardy is integrated
with NASA’s rule-based and object-oriented language CLIPS 6.0 to enable users to rapidly develop
diagram-related applications. Currently this work does not include any sophisticated rule-bases. Rather,
this work will form a part of the expert systems for the steel structural design to be developed later.
Nevertheless, the hyperdocument of this work will make a good companion for structural steel designers
in its own right.
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