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Earthquakes occurred around the Yeongweol area
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ABSTRACT

The December 13, 1996 Yeongweol earthquake of magnitude 4.5 was felt almost everywhere in the
southern part of the Korean Peninsula and Cheju Island, even though not feld in Tsushima Island and
at other places in Japan near to Korea. Production lines of semiconductor disk in electronic engineering
companies of Gumi manufacturing complex were seriously affected by the shake of this earthquake.

Total 17 earthquakes of magnitude 4 or above occurred within the area of 50km radius from
Yeongweol in the period from the year 1400 to 1996. This group of earthquakes includes 12 events of
magnitude 5.0 or above and 3 events of magnitude 6.0 or above. Among these events, 13 earthquakes
are historical events of years 1400-1904. Most of them occurred in 15-16 centuries. The February 21,
1596 Jungseon-Pyeongchang event of magnitude 6.5 is the largest one up to now in the area. There
are four instrumental earthquakes (years 1905-1996) of magnitude 4.0 or above in this area. An
earthquake of magnitude 4.4 occurred on 5th of November, 1919 at almost the same place as the
December 13, 1996 earthquake of magnitude 4.5. Thus this event is preceded with the previous one by
77 years.
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