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SYNOPSIS ' In order to predict the final consolidation settlement in clay soils, an observational
method(the Vs method) is newly suggested based on the Hyperbolic method(Tan, 1991). According
to this method, a good linearity in the time:settlement plot is showed, and the predicted final
settlement is independent on the reading frequency and the initialisation of the first readings of the
settlement and the time. However, when applying to Terzaghi’s and Barron's consolidation solutions,
the settlements predicted by the Vs method are slightly overestimated, but are less than those of the
Hyperbolic method. As a result of applying different observational methods to field data, it is found
out that an individual error is an important factor as well. The field settlement predicted by the
new method seems to be not every probability that it is lager than that of the Asaoka’'s method.
However, the settlements by the Hyperbolic and Hoshino’s methods are usually overestimated

compared to the previous two. Especially, from the Hoshino’s method it is impossible to obtain the
settlement for more than half of field data.
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