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A702 The Megalopal Stage of Pillumnus minutus De Haan, 1835
{Crustacea; Brachyura; Pilumnidae) with Notes on Pilumnid
Megalopal Characters
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Larval development of the pilumnid crab Pilumnus minutus in the
laboratory consisted four zoeal and one megalopal stages. The megalopal stage
of the crab is described in detail and comparison is made with the known
megalopae of other species of the pilumnid genera. In the pilumnid megalopae,
the mandible, antenna and exopods of three maxillipeds are morphologically
important as characters because of no variation. The megalopae of
Pilumnopeus granulata, Pilumnus minutus , and P. hirtellus are coincided with
that of Parapilumnus trispinosus at least on the respects of two characters.
In the case of the Benthopanope megalopae, B. indica and B. eucratoides have
the same characteristics on the mandble and antenna, therefore, it can be
considered that the mandible and antenna are more significant as characters
than the exopods of maxillipeds. The megalopae of Pilumnus minutus and
Parapilumnus frispinosus have 8 setae on the mandibular palp and 034

setation of the last segment of an antenna. Hence, it should be concluded
that the Pilumnus minutus is more resemble with Parapilumnus trispinosus

than Pilumnopeus granulata on the respects of the megalopal character.
Such conclusion coincides with that based on the zoeal characteristics.
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