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Six spécies and one variety of Acanthopanax have been known to
distribute in Korea, among which, four species and onc variety have been
regarded as endemic ones. However, since Nakai’s monograph in 1927,
Korean species have never been studied comparatively with those in
adjacent regions. Therefore, their taxonomic status are still much
problematic and treatments of them also need serious nomenclatural
adjustments. As a part of the monographic study of worldwide
Acanthopanax, taxonomic status of Korean species was reexamined. As a
result, Korean Acanthopanax can be rearranged into four species and one
variety, which include A. gracilistylus (=A. koreanus), A. divaricatus var.
divaricatus, A. divaricatus var. chiisanensis (=A. chiisanensis), A.
sessiliflorus and A. senticosus, only one of which, A. divaricatus var.
chiisanensis, is regarded as endemic to Korea. A. seoulensis and A.
rufinerve, previously recognized as endemic ones, are included in A.
sessiliflorus and A. divaricatus var. divaricatus respectively. In addition,
A. chiisanensis is reduced to A. divaricatus var. chiisanensis. A key to the
species, nomenclature and description are provided.
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