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Investigation of job-related back injuries reported in the Pohang region
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Abstract

This study is to analyze trends of back injuries reported for medical expense

compensation in a territorial jurisdiction of Pohang regional office of Ministry of Labor.

Back injuries claimed in the Pohang region accounted for approximately 15% of all

industrial accidents and 0.96 billion won were spent to compensate for medical

expenses in 1994. A majority of back injuries occurred in manufacturing, construction,

and transportation, and, 98% of all back injuries during 1992-1994 were strain/sprain,

herniated inter-vertebral disc(HIVD), and fracture. To achieve an effective back injury

prevention, supplementary reporting form should be provided to include the

information about job description (e.g., weight of an object, task duration and working

posture), employee's medical and work history, and working conditions.
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