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may be transferred alone or as a carrier of subjacent bone or overlying skin and scalp. As-a pedicled flap, it is
ideal for defects of the orbital, malar, mandibular, and mastoid regions. As a free-tissue transfer, it has the large
vessels, ultrathin composition, and broad utility in reconstruction of the extremities.

This flap is our choice for reconstruction of the non-weight bearing surface of the foot and anterior tibial
surface of the lower extrimity. The authors have found advantages of the this flap:to provide thin flap coverage
which is aesthetically superior to thicker flap, to cover exposed bone and tendon without adding unwanted bulk,
to supply rich capillary network offers nutrition to saucerized bone, cartilage or tendon, and overlying skin graft,
and its viscous gliding surface decreases friction for tendon excursion.

The authors have successfully employed this flap to twelve patients which involved soft tissue defects of the
lower extremity from May, 1995 and the results were satisfied in both areas of recipient and donor site. The cases
were presented with reviewing of many other reports.
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New Surgical Technique for Harvesting Proximal Fibular Epiphysis
in Free Vascularized Epiphyseal Transplantation

Duke Whan Chung, M.D.*

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Kyung Hee University Hospital Seoul, Korea

Purpose:Propose a new surgical technique in donor harvesting method in free vascualized proximal fibular
epiphysis.

Methodology:Concerned about growth potentials of the transplanted epiphysis in our long term results of the
epiphyseal transplanted 13 cases more than 4 years follow-up, anterior tibial artery which containes anterior tibial
recurrent artery is mots reliable vessel to proximal fibular epiphysis which is the best donor of the free
vascularized epiphyseal transplantation. In vascular anatomical aspect proximal fibular epiphysis norished by
lateral inferior genicular artery from popliteal, posterior tibial recurrent artery and anterior tibial recurrent artery
from anterior tibial artery and peroneal artery through metaphysis. The lateral inferior genicular artery is very
small and difficult to isolate, peroneal artery from metaphysis through epiphyseal plate can not give enough blood
supply to epiphysis itself. The anterior tibial artery which include anterior tibial recurrent and posterior tibial
recurrent artery is the best choice in this procedure. But anterior tibial recurrent artery merge from within one inch
from bifucating point of the anterior and posterior tibial arteries from popliteal artery.

So it is very difficult to get enough vascular pedicle length to anastomose in recipient vessel without vein graft
even harvested from bifucating point from popliteal artery. Authors took recipient artery from distal direction of
anterior tibial artery after ligation of the proximal popliteal side vessel, which can get unlimited pedicle length
and safer dissection of the harvesting proximal fibular epiphysis.

Results:This harvesting procedure can performed supine position, direct anterolateral approach to proximal
tibiofibular joint. Dissect and isolate the biceps muscle insertion from fibular head, microdissection is needed to
identify the anterior tibial recurrent arteries to proximal epiphysis, soft tissue release down to distal and deeper
plane to find main anterior tibial artery which overlying on interosseous membrane. Special care is needed to
protect peroneal nerve damage which across the surgical field.

Conclusions:Proximal fibular epiphyseal transplantation with distally directed anterior tibial artery harvesting
technique is effective and easier dissect and versatile application with much longer arterial pedicle.
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