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Abstract
The primary aim of this research is to summarize and discuss the problems that the hand
tool manufacturing industry of Korea is now facing. The study was performed mainly through
the interviews with hand tool industry experts. Traditional design concepts are usually
oriented towards the functionality of tools but often ignore the human tactors such as
ease of use, comfort, etc. As a rvesult, for hand tools, mechanical and material aspects

have been considerably enhanced but human factors have still much room for improvement.
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