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Clinical Analysis of Airway Foreign Bodies in Children

Myung-Hyun Chung, M.D., Young Ho Kim, M.D., Sang Hoon Kang, M.D.*
Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Yonsei University College of Medicine

The authors performed clinical analysis on 124 cases of airway foreign bodies in
children treated by ventilating bronchoscopy at Severance hospital from 1980 to 1992.
The results were as follows ;

1) The most of the cases were below age of 2.(77%)

2) Nuts were the most common airway foreign body.(52%)

3) The grequent loci of airway foreign body were left main bronchus(49 cases),
right main bronchus(38 cases), trachea(17 cases) in order.

4) The most common chest X-ray findings were obstructive emphysema.(60%)

5) By duration of lodgement in the airway, 82 cases(66%) were removed within 1
week and 16 cases(13%) over 30 days.

6) All of 124 cases were successfully treated by ventilating bronchoscopy without
serious complications.

In conclusion, the left bronchus was the most common location of foreign bodies
and it would be advisable to avoid nuts for snack below the age of 2.
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