40. Is *"Tc-HMPAO a Useful Agent for the
Localization of Malignant Melanoma ?
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A number of radiopharmaceutical agents have
been evaluated for the detection of malignant
melanoma. As same sorts of amine is necessary for
melanin synthesis, melanotic tumors may process a
numerous amine receptors. The *"Tc-HMPAO is
consists of monoamine radicals. The purpose of this
research is to evaluate ™ Tc-HMPAO as an effec-
tive agent for localizing malignant melanoma on the
radioisotope study.

Six patients diagnosed with malignant melanoma
were examined. The *"Tc-HMPAQO SPECT images
were obtained from all of patients. The local SPECT
was used for the primary focus and the whole body
scan for the evaluation of unexpected metastatic
lesions. We compared the results with MRI and CT
scan.

The **Tc-HMPAO SPECT revealed a high corre-
lation with the CT scan and MRI for the primary
focus of malignant melanoma. We noted abnormally
increased activities at the unexpected metastatic
lymph nodes in two patients. We confirmed this by
the CT scan and MRI for those sites.

The ®*Tc-HMPAO appears to be a useful agent
for the localization of both the primary focus and
unexpected metastatic lesion in patients with malig-
nant melanoma. In addition, the **Tc-HMPAO
SPECT has a great advantage in terms of cost
efficiency and accessibility for imaging malignant

melanoma.
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