significant complications.
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Various porto-systemic collateral vessels caused
by portal hypertension occasionally impose diagnos-
tic problem in hepatic scintigraphy. One of such
examples is focal intrahepatic variceal dilatation of
the portal vein which mimicks hepatic tumor.

The patient was a 40-year-old man with a 5-year
history of liver cirrhosis. On admission, he had a
markedly enlarged spleen with the caput medusae
sign of engorged superficial abdominal wall veins.
The liver function tests were abnormal and HBs Ag
test gave positive reaction. A technetium-99m
phytate hepatoscintigraph revealed a rounded cold
area in the proximity of the porta hepatis with
generalized cirrhotic pattern. Ultrasonograph
showed an irregular tubular cystic formation in the
left hepatic lobe with focal dilatation of the distal
main portal vein. Inferior venocavography and
blood-pool scan with Tc¢-99m-RBC demonstrated
tortuous superficial collateral veins in the abdominal
wall as well as an intrahepatic varix which was
connected to them through paraumbilical vein. A CT
scan following a bolus injection of contrast medium
confirmed the diagnosis of enlarged paraumbilical
vein feeding the intrahepatic mass.
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