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31. Four-phase Bone Scintigraphy in the
Diagnosis of Musculoskeletal Infections

Department of Radiology,
Catholic Medical College

Choon Yul Kim and Yong Whee Bahk

The purpose of this study is to describe chara-
cteristic differential features of transient synovi-
tis, cellulitis, osteomyelitis, myositis ossificans,
initial or late stage of avascular necrosis, healing

process of fracture and active or healed bone &

joint tuberculosis.

The three-phase bone scintigraphy included 2
second interval sequential imaging after bolus in-
jection of 20 mCi, Tc-99m~-MDP, 2 minutes blood
pool imaging, 2 to 4 hours static skeletal imaging.
The four-phase bone scintigraphy added the field-
size-scintigraphy using pin-hole collimator for
mapping anatomical and pathological details.

Inflammation of the musculoskeletal system
is often accompanied by the degree of hyperemia.
Early images in the vascular and blood pool phase
reflected the degree of hyperemia and soft tissue
involvement. The three hour static bone scintig-
raphy showed the extent of tracer uptake by the
osseous Sstructures

The results of analyzing 88 four-phase bone sc-
intigrams were correlated with clinical course,
culture and/or x-rays and Gallium scintigrams.

Four-phase bone scintigraphy is thought to be
much helpful to diagnose osteomyelitis, transient
synovitis, myositis ossificans, initial or late stage
of avascular necrosis, healing process of fracture

and active or healed bone & joint tuberculosis.
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